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EADER . 


| Cqurteons Reader, 


"Tis now many years ſince. divers of 
us (with other ſober Chriſtians the! 
living and walking in the. way | 

the Lord that we profeile) did conceive: 
our ſelves to be under a neceſſity of Pub- 
liſhing a Confeſſion of our Faith, for the 
information, and. ſatisfaction of thoſe, 
that did not throughly underſtand what 
our principles were, or had: entertained 
' prejudices againſt , our Profeſſion, by 
reaſon of the” ſtrange repreſentation of 
them, by ſome men of note, who had: { 
taken very wrong meaſuresz, and accord- 


A 3 | ingly. | 


* Iinglyled others into miſapprehenſions, of 
-us,and them : and this was firſt put forth 
about the year, 1643. in the name of 
| ſeven Congregations . then, gathered in 
London; ſince Which tine; drverfe;im- 

prefſions thereof have been diſperſed 
abroad, and-our end propoſed, -in 
meaſyre anfivered, inaffauch 'as n 


4 E- 
(and. ſome:inf thoſe jo eminent Bot I 


for piety and learning) were thereby ſa- 
tisfied, that we were no way guilty of 
- © thoſe Heterodoxies and fundamental er- 
'-- rors, Which had too frequently been .' 
| charged upon us without ground, or og 

> cafion given on our part. And foral- 

- -much, as that Confeſſzor: is not now com-. 

© monly to be had ; and alſo that many 
others, - have fince embraced the ſame 
truth which is owned therein; it was 

' Judged neceſſary by us to joyn together 
3n giving a teſtimony to the world; of | 


\ our firm adhering to thoſe wholeſome 


Principles, by the publication . of this 
Which isnow in your hand. 


And- forafmuch as our method, and 
And” IONAHMUCN as QUE N _—_ 
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* manner. of ITS our melee, | in 7 
this, doth vary from the former(although 2: 
the ſubſtance of the matter is the ſame) 
we ſhall freely impart to you the reaſon 
and occafion thereof. One thing” that 
orcatly prevailed with us to undertake 
this work, was (not only togrvea full 
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F account of our ſelves, to thoſe Chriſtians 
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that differ from us about the ſubject of - - 
| Baptiſm, but alſo) the profit that might 

from thence ariſe, unto thoſethat have any 
account of our labors, in their inſtru&ti- | 
on, and eſtabliſhment in the great truths 
of the Goſpel; in the cſear underſtand= 
ing, and ſteady belief of which, our 
comfortable walking with God, and 
fruitfulneſs before him, in all our ways, 
1s moſt neerly concerned : ; and therefore © 
' wedid conclude it neceffary to expreſſe | 
our ſelves the more fully, and diſtinly 3 * * 
andalſoto fix on ſuch a method as might 
be moſt comprehenſive of thoſe things -} 
which we deligned to explain our nll 
and belief of; and finding no defeR; in. - 
. this regard, in that fixed on by the afſern | 
bly, and after them by thoſe of the Con | 


Az” greys 


ER. 
: AELE au way, we did readily con- - 
clude it: beſt.to retain the ſame order in 
our preſent confeſſion : and alſo, when 
weobſerved that thoſe laſt mentioned, 

did in their confeſſion (for reaſons which 
ſeemed of weight both to themſelves and 
' Others) chooſe not only to expreſs their 
mind in words cancurrent with the for- 
-mer 1n ſenſe, concerning all thoſe articles 
wherein they were agreed, but alſo for 
the moſt part without any variation of 


the terms we did in like manner conclude | 


it beſt to follow their example 1n making 
Uſe of the very ſame words with them 
both, in theſe articles (which are very ma- 
ny) wherein our faith and dodrine 1s the 
ſame with theirs,and this we did,the more 
abundantly, to manifeſt our conſent with: 
both, in all the fundamental articles of 
- the Chriſtian Religion; as alſo with. ma- 

ny others, whoſe orthodox confeſlions_ 
have been publifhed to the world ; on 
the behalf of the Proteſtants 1n divers 
Nationsand Cities: and alſo to convince 
all, that we have no itch to clogge Reli- 
gion with new words, but do readily 
 acquicice 
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acquieſce 1 in that form of py nog I 


which hath been, in'conſent' with the ' + 


holy Scriptures, uſed by others-beforeuss 
hereby declaring before God,” Anpels; 
& Men, our hearty agreement with them; 


m that wholeſome Proteſtant Doctrine, 


whichwith ſo clear evidence of Scriptures 
they have aſſerted : ſome things indeed, 


.arein ſome places added, ſome terms o» - 


mitted, and ſome few changed, but theſe 
alterations are of that-nature, as that we 


' need not doubt, any charge or ſuſpition 


of unſoundneſs in the faith, from any of 
our brethren upon the account of them. © 

In thoſe things wherein we ditier from 
others, we have expreſt our ſelves with 
all candor and plainneſs that none might 


entertain jealouſie of ought ſecretly lodg- 


ed in our breaſts, that we would not _ 
world ſhould be acquainted with ; 


'we hope we have alſo obferved Noſe 
_ rules of modeſty, and 'humility, as will A 


render our freedom - in this reſpe& m- 


offenſive, even to thoſe whoſe ſeatiments 4 


Are different from ours.. 


| We have alſo taken care to als texts 
of 
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* of Scripture, in the margin for the cons. 


- firmation of each article in our confeflions 


in which work we have ſtudioully indear_ 


voured to felet ſuch as are moſt clear 
and pertinent , for the proof of what 
is aſſerted by us: and our earneſt deſire 


1s, that all into whoſe hands this may - 


come, would follow that (never enough 
commended) example of the noble Bere- 
ans, who ſearched the Scriptures daily, 
.. that they right find out whether the 
things preached to them were fo or not. 
There is one thing more which we fin. 
cerely profeſle, and earneſtly deſire cre- 
dence in, ws. That contention 1s moſt 


remote from our delign 1n all that we - 


| Hhave done in this matter : and we hope 
|. the liberty of an ingenuous unfolding 
-our principles, and opening. our hearts 
unto-our Brethren, with the Scripture 
grounds on which our faith and practiſe 
leanes, will by noge of them be either 
denyed to us, or taken ill fromus. Our 


whole defign is accompliſhed, if we may 
obtain that Juſtice, as to be meaſured 1n - 


| our: principles, and practiſe, and the 


judgement of both' by others, accordi 
to what we have now publiſhed; whick 
the Lord (whoſe eyes are as a flame of 
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fire?) knoweth to be the doctrine, which 
with our hearts we muſt firmly believe, _ 
and ſincerely indeavour to conform our .. 
lives to. And oh that other contentions - 
being laid aſleep, the only care and con- | 

tention of all upon whom the name of 
our bleſſed Redeemer is called , might 
for the future be, to. walk humbly with 
their God, and in the exerciſe of all 
Love and Meekneſs towards each other, 
to perfect holyneſs in the fear of the Lord, 
each one endeavouring to have his con- 


_ verſation ſuch as becometh the Goſpel z 


and alſo ſuitable to his place and capaci» | 
ry vigoroully to promote in. others the - ' 


_ practice of true Religion and undefiled in 


the ſight of God and our Father. And that 


1n this backi}iiding day, we might not 


ſpend our breath in fruitleſs complaints of 
the evils of others; but may every one 
begin at home, to reform in the firlt place 
our own hearts, and wayes3 and then. _ 
to quicken all that we may have influence. 

| = upon 


{ - upon, to-theſame work 3" that if the will 
of God were ſo, none might decerve; 
themſelves, by- reſting in; and ' truſting 
to, 'a form of Godlineſs, without the'por: 


| werof it, and-inward experience of the 


eftieacy of thoſe truths that are profeſſed: 
by them. K-13 2998 
© And verily there is one ſpring and 
eauſe of the decay of Religion in our 
day, which we cannot but touch up- 
on, and earneſtly urge a redrefle of; and 
thatis the neglect of the worſhip of God 
in Families, by thoſe to whom the charge 
and conduct of them is committed. May | 
not' the groſſe ignorance, and inſtability | 
of many ; with the prophaneneſs ofothers, | 
be juſtly charged upon their Parents 
and Maſters, who have not trained them 
up in the way wherein they ought to | 
walk when they were young 2 but have | 
neglected thoſe frequent and ſolemn com- 
mands which the Lord hath laid upon | 
themſo to catechize, and inſtruct them, 
that their tender years might be ſeaſoned 
with the knowledge of the truth of God 
as revealed in the Scriptures z and _ by 
their 
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duties of Religion in their families, t 


+ "We ſhall-conclude with our” earneſt prayer, 


| To the Reader. 
their own omiſſion; of Prayer, and other 


ther with "the 111 example of their: yas + | 
converſation,. have inured them firſt od 
neglect, and then contempt of all Piety 
and Religion ? we know this willnbte 
caſe the blindneſs, or wickedneſs of any 
but certainly it will fall heavy upon'thoſe 
that have thus been the occaſion theteoE 
they indeed dye in their fins;but wilt odt 
their blood 'be.required' of thoſe under \ 
Whoſe care they were, who yet-pertnit- 
'ted them to go on without zarying, yea 
Jed them into*the paths'of deſtrution? 
'and will not the diligence of Chriſtiatls 
with reſpe&t to*the drſtharge of” theſe 
*duties, in ages paſt, 'riſeyp.m judgmtht | 
againſt, and condemn may of thoſe who 
would be eſteemed ſuch'now's +5 
ol © 7} toe” C6 10 cx 


that the God of all grace,will pour out thofeanea- 
;fures of his holy Spirit upon us;; thatthe profefſi- 
en of truth may-be'accompanyed with the ſound 
_ belief, =\Fligent practiſe of it by us, that his 
[Name may in all things be glorified, tlirough' e- 
. vs Chritt our Lord, Amen. m 
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Confeſsion of 
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bi CHAP. I. 
Ofthe Holy Scriptures, 


Lo Holy Scripture is the.on- 
ly ſufficient , certain, and 
infallible (4) rule of all ſaving «2Tim.3 
Knowledge, Faith and Obedi- 129217 


| | ence; Althoughthe (6) light of tuk. 16: 


| P "M 29, 3TIs 
Nature, and the works of Crea ge 


|| nifeſt” the goodneſs, wiſdom and 192927 
SMTP ID | — 77s WE 
| power of God, as to leave men mn Is 
unexcuſable ; yet are they not Plabro.t, 
ſufficient to give that knowledge * 7 


tion and Providence do ſo far ma- þ Rom. x. 
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i | =, | | "Of the Holy Scriptures. 


la ing ,-- and* prevagating. of the 


_1,2%, Ways of Gods revealing, his will gz 


of God and His will, which 1s ne- 
cHeb.r.1. ceflary unto Salvation.(c)There- 
_  foreit pleaſed the Lord at ſundryj'( 
times, -and-1n- divers manners, toj 
reveal himſelf, and to declare that 
His will-vnto his Church 5 -and N 
afterward for tag better preſerv- 7 


Troti, and for the more ſure Eſta- 
-bliſhment,- and Comfort of the 
: . tl 
Church againſt the corruption o 
the fleſh, and the malice of Satan, 
and of the World, to commit the 
iPro. 2, fame wholly unto (4) writing |: ; 
19,20,21- Which maketh the Holy Scriptures J 


Rom. 15 x : 
42Perojto be molt neceſſary, thoſe former 


o 


2, Under the Name; of Holy 
Scripture or the Word of God 

- written; are now contained allT] 
; the Books of the Old and Newſe, 
Teſtament which are theſe, —-þ 


; unto his people being now ceaſ-| 


O 


Of the Holy Scriptures. 


Of the Old Teſtament. 


1+ Geneſis, Exodus, _ Leviticus, 
Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joſhua, 
Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel, 2 Sa- 
mue], 1 Kings, 2 Kings, 1 Chroy 
| nicles, 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Ne- 
bemiah, Eſther, Job, Pſalms,Pro- 
verbs, Ecclefiaſtes, The Song of 
Songs, Iſaiah, Jeremiah, Lamen- 
| tations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hoſea, 

| Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah Mj- 


cah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zepha: |. 


niah, Haggai, Zachariah , Mala-- 


chi, 


Of the new Teſtament; 


| Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, 
The Adts of the Apoſtles, Pauls 
Epiſtle to the Romans, 1 Corin- 


'J 


_Fthians, 2 Corinthians, Galatians, 


Epheſtans, Phillippians,Coloflians, 
B 2 1 Thef-” 
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© Of the Holy Scriptures. 
1 Theſlalonians,* 2 Theſlalonians, 
I Timothy, 2 Timothy, to Titvs, 
to Philemon, the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, the Epiſtle of James, 
The firſt and ſecond Epiſtles of 
Peter, The firſt, ſecond and third 
Epiſtles of John, the Epiftle of 
Jude, the Revelation. All which 

a are given by the (e) inſpiration 

> '* of God, to be the rule of F aith 
and Life. 


The Books commonly called 
f Luk.24. areypta not being of (f)Divine 
57-44: Inſpiration; areno partof the Ca- 
Ze2o 
non (or rule) of the Scripture,and 
therefore are of no authority to 
the Church of God, nor to be any 
otherwiſe approved or made uſe 
_ of, then other humane writings. | 


ader.r P The Authority of the Holy 
19,20,2T. . Scripture for which it ought to be 


2 118-3: believed dependeth not upon the 


*+I'6, 
2 Theſ.2, teſtimony of any man, or Church; 


e3-1Jolt- but wholly upon (g) God (who 
18 


IL JNAL 


"Of the Boly:Seriptures. 


is truth it ſelf ) the Author there- 
of; therefore it is to be received, 


becauſe 1t is the Word of God. 


5. We may be moved and in- 
duced by the teſtimony of the 
Church of God, to an high and 
reverent eſteem of the Holy Scrip- : 
tures; and the heavenlineſs of the 
matter, the efficacy of the Do- 


Ctrine, and the Majeſty of the ſtile, 


the conſent of all the parts, the 
ſcope of the whole (which 1s to 
give all glory to God) the full dif- 
covery it makes of the only way 
of mans ſalvation, and many o- 
ther incomparable Excellencies, 
and intire- perfeftons thereof, are 
arguments whereby 1t doth abun- 


_dantly evidence it ſelf to be the 


Word of Ged ; yet notwithſtand- _ 
ing 3 our (þ) full perſwaſion, and , js, * 
aſſurance of the infallible truth, 1314- 


and divine authority thereof, is -" 


| fromthe inward work of the Holy 1 John. © 


Spirit bearing witneſs by and *****+"? 
Tl ” SY with 


| 
| 
| 


Of the Holy Seriptures. 
with the Word in our Hearts. 
| X: | 
| 6. The whole Councel of God 
: whey” Eoncprning all things (;) neceſlary 
17.Gal.x, fOr his own Glory, Mans Salvation, 
3,9 Faithand Life, 1s either expreſle- 
Iy fet down or neceſſarily contain- 
ed in the Holy Scripture; unto 
which nothing at any time is to be 
added, whether by new Revela- 
tion of the gp3rit, or traditions of 
men. 
Nevertheleſs we acknowledge 
Takin 6, the CA) inward illumination of 
45.1 Cor. the Spirit of God, to be neceſla- 
* 91%; ry for the ſaving underſtanding of 
ſuch things as are revealed in the 
Word, and that there are ſome 
circumſtances concerning the wor- 
ſhip of God, and government of 
the Church common to humane 


ll actions and ſocieties; which are to 
| {1 Cor. be (/) ordered by the light of na- 


I1,13;14s» + =} = | | 
$1314 ture, and Chriſtian prudence ac+ 


| 86. & 40. cording tothe general rules of the 


Word, which are always to be ob- 
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| (which at the time of the writing 


| inſpired by God, and by his fiagu- 


1a all Ages, are therefore (p) au- p 16.8.20 
 thentical; ſo asin all controverſies 


I INAIL 


| place of Scripture or other, - that 
| not oaly the learned, but the un- _ 
learned, ina due uſe of ordinary 


.' Of the Holy Scriptures. F-- 
”.All things in Scripture are not 

alike (»-) plain 1n themſelves, . nor: 2 Per, 

alike clear unto.all ; yet thoſe 3: 16: 

things which are neceſſary to be 

known, believed, and obſerved 

for Salvation, are ſo (z) clearly »Plr9.7; 


propounded, and opened in ſome73,."* 


means, 'may attain to a ſufficient 
underſtanding of them. 


8. The Old Teſtament in (-»)He- » Rom, 
brew, ( which was the Native Jan- 3: * 
guage of the people of God of ol:.) 
and the New Teſtament in Grez;. 


of it was molt generally known to | 
the Nations being immediately 


lar care and Providence kept pure 
of Religion the Church is finally 


to appeal unto them (4q.) Bur be- 4 AR.15; 
B 4 cauſe 15 


Of the Holy. Scriptures. 


not known. to all the people of 
God, who have a right unto, and 
intereſt in the Scriptures, and are 
commanded .in the fear of God to 
?Joln $.' read (7) and :ſearch them, there- 
39 fore they areto betranſlated into 
the vulgar language of every Na- 
5 1Cor, tion, unto: which they (s come, 
MS. plh that the Word of God dwelling 
:Colz15 CF) plentifully in 'all, they may 
worſhip him in an acceptable man- 
ner, and through patience and 
- comfort of. the Scriptures may 

have hope. 


9: The infallible rule of inter-_ 


#2 Pet.r, pretation of Scripture is the (x) 
A& 1;, Scripture it ſelf: And , therefore 


[| 15,15; when there is a queſtion about the 


true and full ſenſe of any Scripture 
(which is not manifold but one) 
it muſt be ſearched by other 
places that ſpeak more clearly. 


x0; The 


cauſe theſe, original tongues' are | - 
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are |. 
> of | which all controverſies of Religt- 


nd 
are 
to 
| 538 
Ita 
la- 
Ie, 
ns 
ay 
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| nally reſolved. 


of the Holy Scriptures, r 5 " 
10. The ſupream. judge by. _ 


on are to be determined, and all 
Decrees of Councels, opinions of 
antient Writers, Dodrines of men, 
and private Spirits, are to be exa- 
mined, and in whole ſentence.we 
are to reſt, can be no other but 
the Holy Scripture delivered by 

the Spirit, into- which ('x)) Scrip-  Mar22, 
ture ſo delivered, our faith is fi- 297 At 


Eph.2.29 
Acts 29, 


23, 


——_— "nw =o wb 


CHAP. II. 


| Of God and of the Ho-. 


ly Trinity, 


y 


HE Lord our God is but | 
(a) one only living, and 45.Dan.. 
true God 3 whoſe (b) ſubliſtence ? Ra 
is in and of himſelf, (c) infinite in x6. 1aiat, - 
being, and perfettion, whoſe Ef- 48.12. 


ſence ; 14. T—_ 


of God and of the Holy Trinity. 
ſence cannot be comprehended by 
' dJoh.g. 2Ny but himſelf; (4)a moſt pure 


* dy, parts, or paſſions, who onl 
Deur. 4. hath immortality, dwelling in the 
15.1% fight, which no man can ap- 
fMal.z.5. Proach unto, who 15 (f )immuta- 
g 1 King: ble, (ge) immenſe, (þ) eternal, in- 
"aj comprehenſible, (3) Almighty, 
bPl.50.z, every way infinit, (4 ) moſt holy, 
Forxy molt wiſe, molt free,moſt abſolute, 
{Pl.urs. {) working all things according 
3- I.45. to the councel of his own immu- 
table, and moſt righteous will, 

m Pro.15. (#2) for his own glory, moſt lov- 
w— ing, gracious, merciful, long ſuffer- 
| ing, abundant in goodneſs and 
truth, forgiving iniquity, tranſ- 


"hp greifion and fin, (z)) the reward- 
6,9. 


- »Pcx.q.5, Cp) hating all fin, and who will 
_ by no means clear the 7q) guilty. 
0 ora 7 2, God 


24 Afpirit, (e) inviſible, without bo- 


Hebrns, er of them that diligently ſeek | 
o Neh.g. him, and withall moſt juſt, (o) 
3939 and terrible in his judgements, 


Pub, Oy 


LO © hs. 1 TOE EO . Et it, PETE Ret 
5 
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a «a 


07",  - 


"s 


of G9 4 on of 1 Th 5 — 4 ""o 
2, God having all (r) life, OL r Joh.s. 
glory, (t) goodneſs, bleſſednefs, j fees 48. 


in and of himſelf : 1s alone in, 13. 


and unto himſelf all-ſufticient, not WL; & n19;. 


Cz) ſtanding in need of any Crea- » Job, 22, 

ture which he hath made, nor de- #5 
riving any glory from them, but 

onely manifeſting his own olory 


in, by, unto, and upon them, he 


is the alone fountain of all Being, 
(x) of whom, through whom,and ,, 
to whom are all things, and he 11, 34-35 
hath moſt ſoveraign (y) dominion 3% - 
7 Dan.g. 
over all creatures, to do by them, 24, and y, 
for them, or upon them, whatſoe- 34: 35 
ver himſelf pleaſeth 3 in his light 
(z) allithings are open and mani- 
feſt, his knowledge is (a) infinite, 
infallible, and independant upon aEzek.n. 


the Creature, ſo as nothing is to 5215 


LEY 


him contingent, or uncertainzhe ts. 


molt holy 1n all his Councels, in 
(b) all his Works, and in all his 6. PORE 


Commands;to him is due (c) from !7 6 Nev.4, 


1 Angels and men , whatſoever I2,13,14s 
| worſhip, ſervice; or obedience as 


Crea- 


ar » Of God and of the Holy Trinity. 


' drjoh.\ 


f Joh. 1, 


th. rr ery ren rn nn rn 
Orr rn ere worn eee erp 
—— —— — — 
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Creatures they owe unto the 
Creator, and whatever he is fur-| 
ther pleaſed tO require of them. 


2, In this divine and infinite | 
Being there are three ſubſiſtences, | 
(a) the Father the Word ( (or Son) 
5.7- Mat, and Holy Spirit, of one ſubſtance, 
—_ 3. Power, and Eternity, each having 
14: te whole Divine Eilence, ( e} yet 
= Tow the Eflence undivided, the Father 
14-11. 15-0 none neither begotten nor | 
10%3:5 proceeding, the Son is ( f ) Eter- | 
nally begotten of the Father, the 
holy Spirit ('g) proceeding from 
the Father and the Son, all inft- 
Gal. 4-5. nite, without beginning, therefore | 
but one God, who is not to be di- 
vided in nature: and- Being; but 
diſtinguiſhed by ſeveral peculiar, 
relative properties, and perſonal 
relations; which doftrine of the 
Trinity is the foundation of all 
our Communion with God, and 


comfortable dependance on him. 


CHAP, 


14+ 18, 


£ Joly Is 


of Gods Decree. 


CH AP, III. 


Of Gods Decree. 


1. O D hath Ca ) Deereed in , 1c; 
himſelf from all Eternity, 10. Eph. 
by the moſt wiſe and holy Coun- ! Fn, HOW 
cel of his own will, freely and nn- Rom. 3 
changeably, all things whatſoever 75 18: 
comes to patle; yet ſo as therevy is 
God neither the author of fin, (6) ; jam.r. 
nor hath fellowſhip with any ther- 15, 17: 
in, nor is violence offered to the 955 
will of the Creature,nor yet is the 
liderty, or contingency of ſecond 
cauſes taken away, but rather (ec) cA& 4.. 
eſtabliſhed, in which appears Fo Ir 
wiſdom 1n diſpoſing all things, and vi. © 
power, and faithfulveſs (4) in ac- © Nuwb. 


compliſhing his Decree. 


2, Although God Kknoweth 
whatſoever may, or can come ito | 
paile upon all Ce) ſuppoſed condi- « ASI | 


Lot: , 


FF 14 Of Gods Heevee. 


FRon.s. thing, Cf) becauſe he foreſaw it 
is, as future, or as that which would 
come to piis upon ſuch condit- 


Ons, 


7 2, By the aecree of God for the 
- LR manifeſtation ofhis. glory ( g) ſome 
Mat. 25, MEN and Angels, are predeſtinat- 
4 ed, or- fore-ordained to Eternal 

Life, through Jeſus Criſt to the 


oo 1-(þ) praiſe of his glorious grace 3 


4. Theſe Angels and Men thus 
predeſtinated, and forc-ordained, 

þ 2 Tim, are : onda and unchqgngea- 
2.19. bly deſigned ; and their(k ) num- 
Joh. rg. ber ſo certain, andefinire, that it 
I Eph. r. cannot be either increaſed, or di- 


* 1pÞ minithed. s 


10. 
aTim.. 5, Thoſe of mankind (7) that 
1 Thef.s, are predeſtinated to life, God be- 


LY .. fore” 


tions; yet hath he not Decreed any 


4 wa 


—— — PF.  —_— y 4 


fore the foundation of the world 


Of Gods Deeree. SST 


was Jaid, according to his eternal _ 
and immutable purpoſe, and the 
ſecret Councel and good pleaſure 

of his will, hath choſen in Chriſt 
unto everlaſting glory, out of his I 
meer free grace -and_ love; ()" —_ | 


- without any other thing in the Eph. 1.6. - 


creature as a condition or cauſe 1+ 
moving him thereunto. 


6. As God hath apvointed the 
Elect unto glory, ſo he hath by 
the eternal and moſt free purpoſe 


of his will, fore-ordained (0) all ap Per.r, 


the means thereunto, wherefore 2 Theſa, 
they who are elected, being faln 13: 

in Adam, (p) are redeemed. by, «Ther 
Chriſt, are effectually (4) called. c, re. 


unto faith in Chriſt, by his ſpirit 7 Rom-8. * 


* working in dueſeaſon, are juſtity- 2 Thea, 


ed,adopted.,ſanctified, and kept by 13: 

his power through faith (7) unto , ; per, 

ſalvation 3; neither are any other: * 

redeemed by Chriſt, or eftectually 

called, juſtified, adopted, A 
| o yy Ee ; 


F Ti of Gods Decree. 
5 Joh. 10-ed, atid ſaved, but the Elect (-) 


29. 
Joh. 17.9. only. 
oh. 6.64. 


. The Doftrine of this high 
WE -eS of. predeſtination, 1s to 
be handled with ſpecial prudence, 
and care 3 that men attending the || 
will of God revealed in his word, || x. 
and yeilding obedience thereun- 
to, may from the certainty of their Þ| $; 
effetual vocation, be afſlured of || e& 
z 1 Thel. their (t) eternal election; ſo.ſhall Þ w 
2Þ25 this dodrine afford matter (#) of || »; 
10, praiſe, reverence, and admiration || th 
+ EPM-?- of God, and (x) of humility, di- || yi 
11-23. ligence, and abundant (y ) confo- | ar 
to ap] lation, to all that ſincerely obey 


» Luk. 10. the Goſpel, 
ZOxL 


LIMI 


neſs,and true holyneſs ; having the 


of Creation: | 


CHAP. IV. 
- Of Creaton, 


os bh the beginning it pleaſedGod | 
the Father, (4_,)Son,and Holy a John x. 
Spirit, for the manifeſtation of g.Þ , _ 
the glory of (b) his eternal power, Job 26.13 
wiſdom, and goodneſs, to Create or * FO 
make the world, and all things 
therein, ('c) whether viſible or in- cCol. r. 


viſible, 1n the ſpace of fix days, rows £5 
and all very good. "| 


2, After God had made all 0- 
ther Creatures, he' Created { 4) 4 Gen. r. 
man, male and female, with (e);Z.. ., 
reaſonable and immortal fſouls,ren- 7. 
dring .them fit unto that life to 
God); for which they were Created; 
being (*f) made after the image fgcgec 
of God, in knowledge, righteouſ- 2. 0 


Law 


L420 . Of Creation. | 
z Rom. 2. Law of God (g) Written. in their 
"4 "5" hearts, and -power to fulfill it ; 
and yet under a poſlibility of " 
tranſpreſſing, being left to he I- 
berty. of their own will, which ' 
_ 3. Was ( h)ſubjett to change. 


. Beſides the Law writtenin © 
7Gen.6. their hearts, they received (7) a 
17. & ch. 1 
2/0, 10. command not to eat of the tree of } 
knowledge of good and' evil; | 
which whilſt they kept, they were F + 
| happy in their Communion with | 
£ Gen, r. God, and had dominion (4) over 
25,2. the Creatures. 


CHAP. {| 


. Of divine Providence. 


CHAP. V. 


F Of Divine Providence. 


I, "BY: D the good Creator of all 
Ka things,in his infinite power, | 
| and wiſdom, doth (a) uphold, di- mg by 
| | xect, diſpoſe, and govern all Crea- 2 Ihe 
 F tures, and things, from the great- r0,11-Fis 
| eſt even to the (b) leaſt, by his 5Mas.10. 
 Þ moſt wife and holy-providence, to. 29-30,31- 
{ the end for the which they were 
[Created ; according unto his infal- 
E lible foreknowledge, and the free 
and immutable Councel of þis (ec), _ 
; ; | - \*/ cEph. I 
jy own wijl; to the praiſe of the 11. 
| glory, of his wiſdom, power, ju- 
- JF ice, infinite goodneſs and mer- 
 Woye: = 


| 2. Although in relation'to the  ' 
| foreknowledge and Decree of God, 
-þ the firſt canſe, all things come to 
) 5 pals 


20 


Of divine Providence. 
. £82. paſs(d) immutably and infallibly ; | 
5 ſo that there is not any thing, be- 

e Pro, 16. falls any (e).by chance, or without | 
33 bhis Providence; yet by the ſame 
Providence he oxdereth. them. to * 

. fall out, according'to the nature | 
f6en. 8s. of ſecond cauſes, either ( f ) ne- 
| 2». ceſlarily, freely,, or contingent- 


wo 


= & Oy A 


3. God in his ordinary Provi- 
p34 dence (g) maketh uſe of means 5 | 
Ins; 10 Yet is free (b) to work, without, 
(3) above, and (4) againſt them 
7Ram, 4, At. his pleaſure. 


19,20,2I, 


-—m—_ 4. The Almighty power, un- 


ſearchable wiſdom, and infinite 
goodneſs of &od, ſo -far manifeſt 

| themſelves in his Providence, that | 
FRom.11 þ;s determinate Councel (1) ex- 
TT tendeth it ſelf even to the firſt | 
r.rChro. fall, and all other ſinful actions | 
*e1- both of Angels, and Men 3 (and 
that not by a bare permiſhon ,) | 
which alſo he moſt wiſely -and; ]. 
POoWer- | 


& 


mp 


— =, 


LjNMAI 


| powerfully (2) bonndeth, and = 2Kings. 
e- | otherwiſe ordereth, and govern- Ho 
ut | eth, ina manifold diſpenſation to 

bis moſt holy (z) ends : yet fo, as n Gen.go. 
| the ſinfulneſs of their as proceed- _ ae 
eth'only from.the Creatures, and © 
e- | not from God; who being moſt 

t- | holy and righteous, neither is nor 

can be, the author or (o) appro- »Pl.go.2i 
ver of ſin. | f have 


vs pod 
A @ 


— 


5. The moſt wiſe, righteous, 
| | and gracious God,doth oftentimes, 
n | leave for a ſeafon h;s own children 
{| to manifold temptations, and the 
] corruptions of their own heart, to 
| chaſtiſe them for their formet fins, 
or to diſcover unto them the hid- 
+ {| den ftrength of corruption, and 
deceitſulneſs of their hearts, ( p)? 2 Chro. 
] that they may be humbled; and At 
+ | to raiſe them to a more cloſe,” and 2.Sim. 24. 
conſtant dependence for their ſap- | Pres 
1 | port, upon himſelf; and to make * | 

them more watchful againſt all 

|. | future occaſions of ſin, and for 
| C 3 other 


JNMI 


Of divine Providence. Dar _ 


( ether juſt and holy ends: . 
of. his elect is by: his appointment, 
140m-$: for his glory, (q.)-and their good. 


LL 


6. As for thaſe wicked and un- 
godly men, whom God as a righte- 
qus judge, for former fin doth 


r Rom. 1. (7) blind and harden; from them 


TIT) he not only withboldeth his (-) 


sDeur. Grace, whereby they might have 
*9-44 been inlightned; in their under- 


ſtanding, and wrought upon in. 


their hearts : But ſometimes alſo 
+Mar. 14, Withdraweth (+) the gifts which 


12. taey,had, and. expoſeth them. to || 


« Deut.2. 1uch) (4) objects as.thelr corrupti- 
30. ons: 'makes occaſion of, ſin; and 


.- 2 Ring.8. __- | PWC RY YN 
112,13, Withall (x) gives'them_ over ,to 


 zPal.81, their own luſts,the temptations.of. 
the world,and rhe power of Satan; 


Il,12. 
2 Thel.2. & | "* 
10,11,12. Whereby 1t comes. to pals, that 


)Exod.g. 


15.34. under. thoſe means which,, God 
EIS. uſeth for the ſoftning of others, - 
7, -N . + & {4 ; 5 P , ; | \ : 


So that whatſoever befalls any 


they (3) harden themſelyes, even | 
7. As | 


UMI 


tk RÞ_-}_Q oi Yvan wn am. 


ct _w_ Std Mt. i. 


OSS Of divine Providence. ( 27 k J 
- | ©. As the Providence of God -- 
T- | doth in general reach to all Crea- | 
t, | tures, 1{o after a molt ſpecial man- 
]. | ner it taketh care of his (z)t1 Tim. . ©} 
'. | - Church; and diſpoſeth of all things Jmox g. 


- | to the good thereof. 8,9. 

Ak | y | Iſa. 43-3» 
h = 45 

ig 

J CHAP. VI. 


Of che fall of Man, of 
Sin, and of the Pu- 


niſhment thereof. 


1. A Lthough God created Mar 
upright, and perfect, and 


& = Www qic.0 


£ | gave him a righteous law, which 

;- | had been unto life had hekept it; 

t | (4) and threatned:: death upon, £4, , 

3 | the. breach - thereof 5 yet heas, 17, 

1 | did not long abidein.this honour ; 

| (Satan ukfing. the:ſubtilty. of the þ Sou 2. 

- | terpentto ſeduce Epe, then by her 2 Cor. ur 

$ | | 


C + ſc- 3o 
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compuliion, did-wilfully tranſgreſs 
the Law of their: Creation, and 
the command given unto them, mm 
eating the forhidden fruit ; which 
God was pleated according: to; bis 
wiſe and holv Connce! to permit, 


having purp ſd to arder it, to 


his own glo! Y: 


2. Our firſt Parents by this Sin, 


and we in them, whereby * « Heath 
4 Rom 5 came upon all; C a) all T nran 
12&. Jead in $iz, and wholly defiled, 


eTir.r.1; (e) in all the faculties, and | parts, 


= 6.$-.af, ſoul, and body. 


er.I7.9 
Rom, 3, 'o 

"Tho, £36 They. being the (© f' ) root, 
12—19. and by Gods appointment, ſtand- 


x Cor.15 ing in the room, and ſtead: of all 


"——_ #5 mankind ; the guilt of the Sir 


was imputed, and corrapted nature 
conveyed, to all their poſterity 
deſcending from them by ordina- 


ſeducing 4dam, who-withovt any 


am a tw: 


cRom: 3: {21} from. thcir (7) original righte- , 


ouſaeſsand communion with, God, * 


iy. 


_ NNN ws + % >. 


Ky 


ceived in $iz, and: by nature chil- 
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ry generation, being now ( (8) con- fe-pa0 
dren (h) of wrath, the ſervants of  Eph.z. 
Sin, the ſubjedts G) of deathand 3 _ 
all other miſeries, ſpiritual,tempo- 20, o.£ch 
ral and eternal, unleſs the Lord Ji, FT os 
ſis k) ſer them free. a 
I Thef. 1, 
4s From this original corrupti- T 
0#, whereby we are (1) utterly 1n- 1 Rom, g. 
diſpoſed, diſabled, and made op- 7: ©9 ts 
poſite to all good, and wholly in- ©" 
Clined to all evil,. do (z#) proceed », Jam. x p 


all actual tranſpreſſions. IQ,1S4.- 
X Mat.15.. 


I'9, 
5. This corruption of nature, 


during this Life, doth (#) remain = Ro, 7 
in thoſe that are regenerated : þ*33- , 
and although it be through Chriſt 20. _ 
pardoned, and mortified, yet both Joh Te 


_ it ſelf} and the firſt motions there- 


of, are. truely and properly (0) o Rom: 7. 
245 25« 
91, Gal 4.49, 
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[f CHAP. VII. 
[]:' { Of Gods Covenant. 


'© HE diſtance between God 

- and the Creature 1s ſo great, 

that although reaſonable Crea- 

txres do owe obedience unto him 

as their Creator, yet they could 

. never have attained the reward of 

« Luk.17, Life, but by ſome (4) voluntary 
þ (of A 

Tob $60. condeſcenfion on Gods part, which 

8. '” he hath been pleaſed to expreſs,by 


Way of. Covenant. 
b Gen, 2» : : ; 
I7. . 
Gal.3.10. - 2, Moreover Man having 
"pak brought bimſelf (under the carſe 
cRom. 8: of the Law by his fall, it pleaſed: 
Keark 1s, the Lord to make a Covenant of 
| 25.16, - Grace wherein he freely: offereth 
| Joh31& ynto Sinners, (c) Lite and Salvatt- 
d .Ezek. | | gr 0% Ee 
6.26,27, 0n by Jeſus Chriſt , requiring of 
Joh. 6.44 them Faith in him, that they may _ | 
Ft 10.3, be ſaved; and (4) promiſing to _ | 
428 - give 


"ST i 


AE Cn tf 


LIMI 


Of Gods Covenant. _ 
give unto all thoſe that are ordain- 


ed unto eternal Life, his holy SpF- 


rit, to make them willing, and 
able to believe. 


3. _ This Cm is revealed in 
the Goſpel ; firſt of all to Adam 
in the promiſe of Salvation by the 
(e) ſeed of the. woman, and after-{ "3 
wards by farther ſteps, untill the 
full (f) diſcovery thereof was fl Heb. I. 
compleated in thenew Teſtament z.* _ 
and it is founded in that( *)Eternal* FP - Time | 
Covenant tranſaction, that was be- 7;7; z 
tween the” Father and the Sor, 
about the Redemption of the 
Ek& ; and it is alone by. the 
Grace of this Covenant, that all 
of the polterity of fallen Adan, SN 
that ever were ('g) ſaved, did ob- ex, TH 


6, 13: | | 
tain life: and a bleſſed mental. Roc 


_ty3 Mar being now utterly unca- 2,gc. | 
| Pable of acceptance with Gvd up- AR. 415. 


oh.8; he. 
On thoſe terms, ON which Ada ** . a3 


{toad in his ſtate of innocency. 


CHAP. 


POTS. 7s 


of crit the Mediator. 


CHAP. VIII. 


Þ Of Chriſt the Media- 


or, 


oy pleaſed God 1n his eternal 
purpoſe, to chuſe and ordain 
18 the Lord Jeſxs his only begotten 
388 on, according to the Covenant- 
ſt! - © made” between them both,,- 
2144.1. (a) to be the Mediator between- 
I! 1.Pet.1. God and Man 5 the (b) Prophet, 
Il! bags, (© Prieſt and (4) King; Head 
I | 22. and Saviour of his Church, the. 
it _ heir of all things, and judge of 
|| 2PCc26,: the world : Unto whom he did. 
| Eng from all Eternity (e) give a people 
Heb.1.2, tO be -his ſeed, and to be by him 
Ts in time redeemed, called, juſtified, 


Joh:17.6, ſanctified, and glorified. 

- Rom. 8; | 

" 2. The Sox of God, the ſecond 
Perſon in the Holy Trinity, being 


of Chriſt the Mediator... .29 3 


very and eternal God, the bright- 
neſs of the Fathers olory, of one 
ſubſtance and equal with him - 
who made the World, who up- 
holdeth and poverneth all things 
he hath made: did when the full- 
neſs of time was come take unto 
him ('f ) mans nature, with all Joh.r.r: 
_ theEfſential properties, and com. Gi, 4. 

mon infirmities thereof, (g) yets nog. Fy 
withou fin : being conceived by 7 16 
the Holy Spirit 1n the Womb of cheg-15. 
the Virgin Mary, the Holy Spirit 
coming. down upon her, and the 
power of the moſt High overſha- 
dowing her, (b) and ſo was made þ3kr 
of a Woman, of the Tribe of Judah, 759" 
of the Seed of Abraham, and Das 

wid- according to the Scriptures : 
90 that two whole, perfect, and 
diſtinct natures, were 1nfeparably 
joined together in one Perſor : 
- Without converſtor, compoſition, or 
confuſpon : which Perſon 1s very od 
God, and very Man; yet One (5) i Rom: 9! 9 4 
chriſt, the only Mediator between ?' Lo 4 
God and Mar. 3. The <5 
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' 20- Of Chrift the Mediator. 
| " 3. The Lord Jeſus ih his hus- 
mane nature thus united / to the 
{ . divine, in the Perſon of the Sox, 
| EPC4s.7 was ſanCtified,8 anointed(k) with 
| $44:33 the Holy Spirit, above meaſure 3 
Col, having in him (1) all the treafures 
' of wiſdom and knowledge ; in 
® 'whom it pleaſed: the Father that 
| mCol.r, (##) all fullneſs ſhould dwell : To 
| #tieb,s, the end that being (z) holy, harm- 
26, Jeſs, undefiled, and full (os) of 
 #Jeh.t.- Grace, and Truth, he might be 
throughly furniſhed to execute 
- pHeb. 7. the office of a Mediator, and *p ) 
22 Surety; Which office he took not 
Z upon himſelf, but was thereunto 
 q Heb. 5. (q) called by his Father ; who alſo 
FJoh, s. Put (1) all power and judgement 
- 22-27. In his hand, and gave him Com- 
| 298+ 25 mandement to execute the ſame. 


\._ 4. Thisoffice the Lord Jeſwrdid 
2.8.2 moſt (s) willingly , undertake, 
| g—11, warm that be might diſcharge he 


; % 2 wag made under the Law, (t)and 


WM; Gal.4.4. d1 


perfectly fulfill it, and under- 
| Mat.3.15, | 


Wener 


_ , Of Chriſt the Medlator. _ 31 | 
went the (z) puniſhment due to _ 
_ us,” Which we ſhould have born pee | 
and ſuffered, being made (x) Sin 3 18. 
anda Cxrſe for us: enduring moſt pe 3 
grievous ſorrows (* y )1n his Soul ; yMat.26, | 
and moſt painful ſutterings 1n his $7,535 23 
body ; was crucified, and died, 44 Mar. 
and remained in the ſtate of the 27-46 
dead ; yet ſaw no (£s) corruption : xA& 13. 
on the (a) third day he aroſe from 37: 
the dead, with the ſame(b)body in 14.3.4. _ 
which he ſuffered ; with which he # Joh.'200 
alſo (c) aſcended into heaven - "val 
and there fitteth at the right hand 9: | 
of his Father, (a) making interceſ- = : 00 
| flon; and ſhall (+) returg to judge 4Rom.8: 
Men and Angels, at the end of the ff; .. +3 
World. e Aﬀ. 10; | 


42, Roth 


5: The Lord Jeſus by his per- ARG 
fect obedience and ſacrifice of him- 

ſelf, which he through the Eter- 
. nal Spirit once offered up unto 'M 
God, (f) hath fully ſatisfied the rye.g; 
Juſtice of God, procured reconct- 14-ch.1o, 
liation, and purchaſed an Everlaſt- ,* i”; 


iog 


E 32 Of Chriſt the Mediator. 
| ing inheritance in the Kingdom of 


e Joh.r7. Heaven, (g) for all thoſe whom 
2. Heb. 9. the Father hath given unto him. | 
I 5+ | 


6. Although the price of Re- 


demption was not aCtually paid by . 


* 1Cor.4. Chriſt,till after his Zacarnation, * 
"ab. 4.2 JEtthe vertue, efficacy, and benefit 
x Pet.1, thereof were communicated to the 
10,1. Elect in all ages ſucceſſively, from 


the beginning of the World, in. 
and by thoſe Promiſes, Types, and 


- Sacrifices, wherein he was reveal- 


ed, and ſignified to be the Seed of 


the Woman, which ſhould bruiſe 
bRev.13, the Serpents head 3 (b) and the 
E. Lamb ſlain from the foundation of 
; Heb.rz, the World 2: (7 ) Being the | ſame 
F. yeſterday, and to day, and for ever. 


7, Chriſt in the work of Med;- 
ation aCteth according to both na+ 
tures, by each nature doing that 
which is proper to it ſelf ; yet by 
reaſon of the Unity of the Perſon, 
that which is proper to one na- 


lg 


ture, 


Of Chriſf#he' Mediator. 33 
ttire,' 5 ſometimes-11 Scripture at- 
tributed: to.the Perſon (k)) demo-<£Joh-3- 
minated by the other Native. ('.) AA, 25 

Jo lor, 23, 

'8. Te: all thoſe:for afiom Chriſt 
h#th obtained eternal wedemptt- 
on, he- dothy..certainly31and- etfe- 
Qually (1) apply, and communi- = 
cate the ſame 3 making interceſ}1- 15. 16. 
on for them, uniting them tohim- © Ch. 17 - 
felf by his ſpirit, Cm) revealing k Rom, $. 
unto.them,-1n- and bythe word, 12; -. 
the tayſtery of ſalvation ; perſwa- 5 - (nb 
ding ithetn to believe, and obey ; 9- 1Joh. 
(n) governing their hearts by his 282. g 
word: and \ſpirit,-and:(' 0 ) over- 9:14: 
coming -all- their enemies by his ax Gs 
Almighty power, -and wildom 3 I$5.25,26; 
m ſuch manner, an wayes as-are 
molt conſonant 'to his wonderful, 
fand'(p) unſearchable diſpenſati- þ Job.3.4 
on; and all of free, and abſolute ** 
Grace, | without /any- + condition 


foreſeen in them, to-procure it. 


D-: 9. This ; 


4 1 Tim. 
= 


+ Joh. 1. 
Iv. * 


$s Col. x. 
Ntiso 


Gal. 5.17. 


t Joh. 16, 
8. Pl.110. 
3 Luk.r. 
_— 


Prophet, Prieſt, and King of the 


Church of God:; :and may not be | 


elther in whole, or any part thers- 


of transfer'd from him to any o-- 


ther. 


10. This number and order of 


Offices 1s neceſſary; for 1n re- 
ſpect of our (7) ignorance, we 
ſtand in need of his prophetical 
Office ; andin reſpe& of our alie- 
nation from God, ('s) and imper- 
fe&ion of the beſt of our ſervices, 
weneed his Prieſtly office, to re- 


concile us, and preſent us accepta-ſ 


ble unto God : and in reſpect © 
our averſeneſs, and utter inability 
toreturn to God, and for our re- 
ſcue, and ſecurity from our ſpiritu- 
al adverſaries, we need his Kingly 
office, (t ) to convince, ſubdue, 
draw, uphold, deliver, and pre 
ſerve us to his Heavenly King- 
dome. 


Of Chrift the Mediator. 

9. This office of Mediator be- | 
tween God and Man, is proper By 
(q) onely to Chriſt, who is the | 


CHAP |. 


=] 
1 
C 
f 


t 
Cc 


will,and to do chat (b) which was 


« : = 78 g - : e > ; 5 : Ma Ip 1 Mee. 
. E ' \ 
4 # : 1 "3 
of free Will, ' 
* "4 


CHAP. IX. 


Of Free W.ll. 


| 1.55OO Dhath indued the Will 


'of Man, - with that natural 
liberty, and power of acting up- 
on choice z that it 13 Os © i 4 Mat. 17. 
forced, nor by any neceſity of na- '* - Jann 
ture determined to do good or ” 9c 


evil. , 


3, Van in his ſtate of inhocen- 


cy, had freedom, and. power, to | 
bEccl. 7. 


good, and well-pleafing to God 3 * 


but yet (c) was mutable,ſo that hes Gen. 3.6 
might fall from it. 


3. Man by bis fall i into a ſtate 
of ſia hath wholly loſt (4) all abt, - 
Jity of Will, to any ſpiritual good 6. h.8.7. 
accompanying ſalvation; ſo asa | 
= Wp- natu- 


z 


E356 ' Of Free Will. 
 ___ natural man, being altogether a- 


: Eph.2. verſe from that good, (e) and dead 
"5 in $iz, is not able, by his own 


fTir-3 3, ſtrength, to (Ff ) convert himſelf ; | 


$5 Jo» gf to poopie himſelf URTEBOn 


4s When God converts, a {in- 
ner, and tranſlates him into the 
_ gcol.r. {tate of Grace ((g) he freeth him 
13.Joh4 from his natural bondage under 
? © fin, and by his grace alone, ena- 
; Phil. 2. bles him (5) freely to will, and to 


iz Cdoghat whichis ſpiritually good | 
# Rom. 7. yet ſoas that by reaſon of his (7)Þ 
15-15, 19 remaining corruptions he doth not | 
 perfedtly noronly will that which} 
is good; but doth alſo will that! 


21.23s 


which 1s ev1l, 


5. The Will of Man 1s made 
& Eph. 4. (k_) perfe&tly, and immutably free 
£4 to good alone, in the ſtate of Glo- 


Ty only. 
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Of Effeawal Calling- 


CHAP. X. 


Of Effectual Calling, 


» 


Hoſe whom God hath pre 
deſtinated unto Life,” hejn 
pleaſed in his appointed, and ac- 


cepted time, (a) effectually to call 2 Rk 


| by his word, and Spirit, out of that {.- x5 
| ſtate of ſin, and death, in which 1-10, 17. 
# they are by nature, to. grace and | 


Thel.3, 


13, 14. 


1 Salvation (b) by Jeſus Chriſt ; in- b Eph, 2. 
| lightning their minds, ſpiritually, 


and favingly to (c.) underſtand the, Jo 26, 


| things of God; taking away their 18. Eph. 


(4d) heart of ſtone, and giving un- py ds” 


to them an heart of fleſh ; renew- 25. 
Ing their wills, and by his Almigh- I 
ty power determining them (e) to * 5 Bak = 
that which is good, and effeQual- 45.25; © © 
ly-drawing-them to- Jeſus Chriſt ; Eph.1.9. 


. tIQ, 


en yy wn (f) molt free-4, can, | 
Soabt” D EE: Iy, 4. ", 


| ; 58 Of EffeFual Calling. | 
IS ly, being made willing by his. 


Grace. 


2. This Effetual Call is of 


God's free, and ſpecial grace a- 


g 2 Tim. ; 
1.9. Eph lone, (2) not from any thing at all 


28.  foreſeenin man, nor from any po- 


wer, or agency in the Creature, 


 coworking with his ſpecial Grace, 


| * þ1Cor. (h)the Creature being wholly paſ- 


| Eph. 2: five therein, being dead infinsand 
Joh.z.2z, treſpaſles, until being quickned &: 


renewed by the holy Spirit, he is 
thereby enabled to anſwer this 
call, and to embrace the Grace of- 
fered and conveyed 1n it; and that 
3 Eph. r, by no leſs (7 ) power, then that 
1920 which raiſed up Chrilt from the 
dead. 


3. ElectTnfants dying 1n infan- 
& Joh.3.3 cy, are (&) regenerated and ſaved 
5% by Chriſtthrough the Spirit ; who 
ih \ worketh when, and where, and 
| © 2Joh.3.8, (2) how he pleaſeth : fo alſo. are 


60 r5e 


_ AQ mm &A £A Mt R391 p<x © oo Wand op frogs poi pu 


| all 


is. 


. of oficutcalling. 39> 


all other ele& perſons, who are 


uncapable of being* outwardly 


called by the - Miniſtry of the 


Word. 


' 4. Others-not elected, although 
they may be called by the Mimt- 


firy of the word, ( #: ) and may » Mar.22 


have ſome common operations of 14-13- 
the Spirit, yet not being effectual- Heb.s.g, 
ly drawn by the Father, they net- 5: 


ther will, nor can truly (z) come » John 6. 


. to Chriſt; and therefore cannot He'd q 


2s 
be faved : much leſs can men that 24, 2g. 


receive not the: Chriſtian Religi- |, 
on (0) be ſaved 3 be they never ſo Att. 4 


»y- ; = * 3 P 12.Joh: Q 
diligent to frame their lives ac- 5 4 


cording to the light of nature 3. 
and the Lav of that Religion they | 
do profeſs. . c- 4 —w vx 42:44 ir nt 
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Of J uſtifications. ; 


Hoſe whom God Effectual- 
ly calleth, he alſo. freely 


_ «Rom. 3-('q ) . juitifieth, not by wntuling * 


ima —_ Righteouſneſs into them, but by 
. bRom. 4. (þ) pardoning their. ſins, and by 
ous: accounting, and accepting their 
c 1Cor.r, Perſons as (c) Rightcovs 5 not. for 
30, 31- any thing wrought in them ,--or 
18416. 7 Jos . rg but for Chriſt's 

.fake alone, not by imputing faith 


: iefelf;, the a of beleivi ing, or aty 


d Phil. 3. other ('d) evangelical obedience 


Erle 2.8, to them, as their Righteouſneſs; 
9,10. but by imputingChriſts active abe- 
dience unto the whole Law, and 


paſhive obedience in his death; for . 


eJoh. 1. their whole and ſole Righteouſ 
7 nnſs, they (e) receiving, and reſt- 


19: ph 10g on him, and his Righteouſneſs, | 


by 
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N= Put, 


's 72 4% Re 4 Us 
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LMI 


f he was given by the Father for 
them, and his Obedience and Sa» 6. 


WW fication... WT 41 6 
by Faith, z which faith they have | 


not of themſelves, it is the gift of 


God. 


2. Faith thus receiving and 
reſting on Chriſt, and his Righte- 
oulneſs, 1s the (f )alone inftrument f Rom, 3, 
of Juſtification: yet it is:not alone 28: 
inthe perſon juſtified, but is ever 


{ accompanied with all other ſaving 


Graces, and 1s. no- dead faith. SET op $5.6 
Jam.2.19 


but worketh by love. 22.26, 


.- 3: Chriſt by his obedience, and 
death, did fully diſcharge the debt 

of all thoſe that are juſtified ; and 

did by the ſacrifice of himſelf, 1 In 

the blood of his croſs, undergoing 

in their (tead, the penalty due un- 
rothem : make a proper, real and 

full fatisfaftion(þ} to Gods juſtice y yey.ro, 


1 their behalf: yet in aſmuch as 24- 2 ay 
L.18,19.. 


Ifa. 53-5 


tisfaction accepted in their ſtead, 


and both'(7) freely, not for any » 3 Rom. &, 


2.2C 
thing 331. © 
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of Juſtification. 
thing in them 3 their Juſtification 
1s only of Free Grace, that both 
the exact juſtice and rich Grace of 
& = 54 God,might be Ck) glorified'1n the* 
mp ng Juſtification of ſinners. 
_ 


— 


4. God did from all eternity de- 


0 Gal.3.8. creeto (!) juſtifie all the Elect, and 


x Pet. 1.2 


_ x Tim.2. Chriſt did in the fulneſs of time | 


2 die for their fins, - and riſe "*#) a- 
2s gain fortheir Juſtification; Never- 
thelefs they are not juſtified per- 
 fonally, untill the Holy Spirit, doth 

» Colt. in due time ('-) aually apply 


Tir.34.5 Chriſt unto them. 

5. God doth continue to (o) 
. Forgive the ſins of thoſe that are 
__ "* juſtified, and although they can 
2p Joh. 10 never fall from the ftate of (p) 


28. juſtication . yet they may by their 


0 Mat.s. 


9 P.89. (ins fall under Gods (4) Fatherly | 


33>33 diſpleaſure; and in that. conditi- 
»Plal. 32: ON, they have not uſually the 
s. & 51. light of his Countenance reſtored 
kg 25 unto them, untill they ( r) —_ 
-/ | | Ee 
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_ of Tuſtification. 41 


| ble'themſelves, confeſs their fins, 


beg pardon,and rengw their faith, 
g2d repentance. | 


6. The Juſtification of Belie- 


| vers ufder the Old Teſtament 


ac-1 s Gal.3.9. 
was in all theſe reſpects, (s )one, : 9 


and the ſame with the: juſtificati- 22,23,24- 


4 on of Believers under the New Te- 


ment. 


—— 


CH AP. XII. 
Of Adoption, 
ALL thoſe that arejultified, God 


vouchſafed , in, and for the 


ſake of his only Sox Jeſus Chriſt, to 


ha 4 


| make partakers of the Grace (4) «Eph.r. , 
of 4doption ; by which they are ta- - 04g -" 
ken into the number, and enjoy 6 Joh.r.12  - 


the Liberties, and (b) wars wa pong 


of Children of God : bave his c) 18,Rev.3; 
name put upon them, ('d) receive ??: 


a Rom.8. 
tNE 35. 


£*'W Of Adoption. i 
eGal.45. the Spirit! of i Adoption,” (e) have 
fPl.toz. 3ccels I of. Grace with 
12.. boldneſs, are Enabled to cry Abb 


4 n'* Father, are ( f ) pitied, ( 2) pro-| 


3 1Per. 5. tected, @) provided for, and hk) 
Cas. chaſtned Dy him, as by a Father - 
6 


2 


yet never (1) caſt off; but ſealed 


Li. 54.8, | - 
wo ug n (zz) to the day of Redemption, 


zr. © and inherit the promiſes, (z) as 
_ 4 heirs, of everlaſting Salvation, 


2 Heb. 1. 
T4.ch.6. 


I2 - £ 


CHAP. XII. 
Of Sanctification. 


1. Hey who are united to 


. Chriſt, Eftectually | called, 


and regenerated, having a- new 
- «AR. 20. heart, anda new Spirit created 1n 


32> 
RomGa: them, through the vertue of 


6. Chriſt's death, and Reſurrection 


210-17: are alſo (a) farther ſanctified, real- 
ey '17,1y, and perſonally, through the 


pet ' as Aga ma an” woe ite rileacs wn $a 


OOH Mw Hay 


"Te 


j . Of SanTification. | 


Spirit dwelling in them; (c) the clin. 
dominion of the whole body of 4 | 
{in is deſtroyed, (4d) andthe feve- d Gal. 5. 


ral luſts thereof, are, more and*F. * 
more weakned, and mortified; and 


they more and more quickened, 

and (e) ſtrengthned 18 all ſaving *cotrlr 
graces, to the ( f ) practice of all f2Cor.7- 
true holyneſs, without which no%. 
man ſhall ſee the Lord. WES, 


| I4. 

- A This Sanctification is (g dr r Theſ. 
throughout, in the whole man, 5:23: 

yet imperfect (hin this ite 3- there 5 Rom.7. 


| abidethſtillfgme remnants'sf cor- 1923 


ruption1 n every part, whence a- 


' Tiſeth a (3). continual, andirre-; Gal. 5. 


concilable war ; the Fleſh lufting 2. I'S 


againſt the Spirit, and, the Spirit ,x. 
againſt the Fleſh. | 


3. In which war, although the - | £45: 
remaining corr#ptiontora time may | i 
much ( 4.) , prevail ; yer through þ Rong, 
the continual ſupply of ſtrength 23» 
| from the ſandtifying Spirit of Thrift 
the 
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_ 28.ch.7.1 


"s Of Saving Faith, _ | » 


__ © Of S$auTification. 
Rom. 6. the (1) regenerate part doth over- | a 
"# _-.come; and iv the Saints grow in | 
Grace, perfeCting holineſs in che | x 
m Eph, fear of Cod, (m) preſſing after arr 
15.16. heavenly life, in Evangelical Obe- 
2-07. 3-dience to all the commands which | 1; 
Chriſt as Head and King, in his | x 
Word hath prefcribed ro them. _| x 


—— a " w__ —— 
% 1 
\ 


CH AP. XIV. a 


1.”T* HE Graceof Faith, where- | 
by the Elect are enabledto || 
beleive to the ſaving of their ſouls, I q 
is the wors of the Spirit of Chriſt | p 
pb cor. (4) in their hearts ; and is ordina- | + 
Eph.2.8.Tily Wrought by the Miniſtry of | x 
once the (b) Word; by which alſo, | x 
+7" and by the adminiſtration of Bap- || 1 
tiſme, and the Lords Supper, "A 

an 


"of recs Roth _ 
and other Means appointed 2 
God,it is increaſed ,(c) and ſtrengy © cLuk.17, 


thned. x9 _ 
an 20, 


2. By this Faith, a Chriſtian be- ** 
lieveth to be true, * whatſoever is * A&.24. 
revealed in the Word, for the Au-* 
thority of God himſelf; andalfo 
apprehendeth an excellency 
therein, (4) above all. other Wri; 406 I9. 
tings 3 and all things in the world : 799,16: 
as it bears forth = Glory of God n% bt) 
in his Attributes, the excellency of 
Chriſt in his Nature and Offices 3 
and the Power and Fullneſs of 
the Holy Spirit in his Workings, 
and Operations ; and ſo is enabled 
to(e) caſt his Soul upon the truth e z Tim. 
thus  beleived ; and alſo acteth *7* 


differently, upon that which each 


particular, paſſage thereof con- 


taineth; yeilding obedience to 


the (f) commands, trembling at, _ 
the (2) threatnings , and embrac- 13 
ing the (b) promiſes of God,for this s Te66.2. 


h'Heb.1n» 


life, and that which 1s to come: 1, 
" But 


-' : Chriſt, accepting, receiving, and 
4 Joh. rt. _ reſting upon (7) him alone, for 
_ 12.48.15 Tyftification, 'Sandtification , and 
31.Gal.2. as 2,46 p 

20. A&., Eternal Life.” by vertue of the Co- 


| - 15-21 yenantof Grace. 


3. This Faith althongh it be 
different in degrees, and-may be 

k ficb. 5. weak,(4) or ſtrong:yet 1t is in the 
© 6p" leaſt degree of it, different in the 
Rom.4.i9 kind, or nature of it (as is all other 
1 x per. x, ſaving Grace) from the ' Faith, (1) 
I. ahd common grace of temporary 
beterversz and therefore though 

it may be many times afſailed, and 
mEph.5. weakned 3 yet It gets (2) the 
1 Joh. s. Victory 3 growing up in' many, to 


4:5: the attainment of a full () afſu- 
XA HED. 


11.12. Tance through Chriſt, who 1s both 


Col. 2.2. the Author (os) and finiſher of our 


IA Faith. 


CHAP. 


Lb Of $2olhg Faith | 
: "Boe WE priticipal acts of Saving |. 
©, Earth, have immediate relation to | 


b. 


| 


CHAP. XV. 


Of Repentance unto 


Life and Salvation, 


$ 


1.C Uch of the Elec as are con- 
verted at riper years, having * Tit.3.2, 

(a) ſometimes lived in the ſtate of *** 

nature, and therein ferved divers 

luſts and pleaſures, God in their 

Effe@ual Calling giveth them Re- 

pentance unto Lite. | 


2. Whereas there is none that 
doth good, and finneth (b) not 35 7- 
and the beſt of men may through 
the power, and deceitfulneſs of 
their corruption dwelling in 
them, with the prevalency* of 


temptation,” fall into great fins, 
and provocations; God | hath in 
the Covenant of Grace, merciful- 
E— . 's 


"> PETS 0. F 
4 a ws, < 
$4 ES 
»# 4 En *. | 
45S . 
Piet 
f 
8 


c Luk.22. 
31,32, 


4 Lech. 
12. 10. 

AQ. 11, 
18, 


eEzck, 
36.31. 


2 Cor. 7s 


++ ifs 
FP. 119 


'6. Pl.119. 
128. 


2 Luk.19. 
$.1 Tim, 


Tt. > 1 + 


Te 13+ ISe.. 


bs of Repentance unto Life | j | 


ly provided that Beleivers ſo {in- 


ning, and falling, (c)be renewed 
through Repentance unto Salva- 


t10n. 
| a This favitig Repentance Is 
an.(d)) evangelical Grace, - where- 
by a perſon being by the Holy Spi- 


* rit made ſenſible of the manifold I 


evils of his fin, doth, by Faith. in 
Chriſt, humble bimſelf for it, with 
godly ſorrow, deteſtation of it, 


and ſelf abhorrency 5 (e) praying! 


with a purpoſe and endeavour b 

ſ.ippliesof the Spirit,to ( f) walk 
before God unto all well pleaſing 
inall things. ; 


for pardon, and ſtrength of grace, 


4. As Repentance is to be con- 
tinued through the whole courſe 
of our lives, upon the account of 
the body of death, and' the mot1- 
ons thereof; ſo it 1s every mans 
duty, to repent of his ('g ) particu- 
lar known fins, particularly. 


5.Such 


LMI 


| and Salvation. - 

n- | _ 5. Such is the: proviſion which 
2d [God hath made through Chriſt in 
a- [the Covenant of Grace, for the 
preſervation of Believers unto 
Salvation, that although: there 1s 


is [no fin fo ſmall, but it deſerves (hb) 


e- | damnation; yet there is nofin ſo 


- « 4 - *%. "I 
I : FI Go 
Z Fn I -» 
% p- "MN 
2-4 
5 I "2 " 
o 


h Rom. 6. 
23s 


i= | great, that it ſhall bring damna- 
d tion on them that ( 7) repent > FIf1.16, 


nf which makes the conſtant preach- 
th | ing of Repentance neceſlary. 


gh — 
1, CHAP. AVE 


21 Of Good Works. 


IS, 
If. 55-7» 


1-| I. Nod Works are only ſuch as : 


ſel WS God hath (a) commanded 
off in his Holy word ; and not ſuch as 
1-8 without the warrant thereof, are 
as | deviſed by men, out of blina zeal, 
3- | (5) or upon any pretence of good 


intentions, 


E> 2 T- 


a Mic. 6. , 


8. Heb 
21s 


b 
9.lſa, 29, 


Of Good Works. ” 
2. Theſe good works, done in 
obedience to Gods command- 
ments, are the fruits, and eviden- 
e Jam: 2: ces{(c) of a true, and lively faith 5 
+220 - —_ 

” and by them Believers manifeſt 
«PL. 116, their (4) thankfullneſs, ſtrengthen 
72,13. . their (e) aſſurance, edifie their 
: 190-2 (f) brethren, adorn the profeſſion 
2Per,1. of the Goſpel, ſtop the mouths of 
iMag, the adverſaries and glorifie ('g ) 
I6. God whoſe workmanſhip they 


£ TW. are, created in Chriſt Jeſus (hb) 


1 Per. 2, thereunto, that having their fruit. 


<< unto holineſs, they may have the 
Pnil. 1.11 hg Ws 

þ Eph. 2, end (7) eternal life. 

"#Q; 


22. +3. Their ability to do good 
works, is not at all of themſelves ; 
£Joh.15- but wholly from the Spirit (k) of 
+% Chriſt ;and that they may be ena- 
bled thereunto, beſides the graces 
they have already received, there 
1 2 Cor.z, is neceſſary an (1) actual influence 


5-Phil. - of the ſame Holy Spirit, to work 


in them to will, and to do, of his 
good pleaſure z yet are they not! 


Eorrequined 


here- 


Of Good Works. "88 

hereupon to grow negligent, as if 
they were not bound to perform 
any duty, unleſs upon a ſpecial 
motion of the Spirit; but they _ 
ought to be diligent in (2) ſtir- FF. 
ring up the Grace of God that is Heb.s. 1x 
in them. wo 

4. They who in their obedi- * ® 
ence attain to the greateſt height 
which is poſſible in this life, are ſo 


far from being able to ſuperrogate, 


and to. do more then God re- 


t I quires, as that (z) they fall ſhort n Job 9.2 


k k 3. Gal. s, 
of much which in duty they are 75 


bound- to do. I7.10, 


s. We cannot by our beſt works 
merit pardon of Sin or Eternal 
Life at the hand of God, by rea- 
ſon of the great diſproportion 
that is between them and the glo- 
ry to come; and the infinite di- 
{tance chat 1s between us and God, 
whom by them we can neither 
profit, nor mu for the debt of , Rom. 4, 
our ('o) former ſins; but when we 20. Eph: 
E 5 have Rewiak 


v” of Good Works. 


have done all we can, we have 


done but our duty, and are un- 
profitable ſervants 5 and becauſe 
' as they are good they proceed 


Gal. ec. Tr ir! | 
_ from his (p)) Spirit, and as. they 


_y P43 weakneſs and imperfettion that 
they cannot endure the ſeverity 0 
Gods judgement. 


6. Yet notwithſtanding the 
perſons of Believers being accept- 


ed through Chriſt their goodſ 


7 Eph. 1, | in 
7 Epi. 7 works alſo are' accepted in {r ) 


2.5, him; notas though they wereinſ 


this life wholly unblameable and 
unreprovable in Gods fight 3 but 
that he looking upon them in his 


Son is pleaſed to accept and rey 


- Mat-25: ward that which is (s) fincereal 
Heb.5, 10 though accompanied with many 


weakneſſes and imperfettions. 


7. Works doge by unregene 
rate men although for the matte 


are wrought by us they are defil-| 
gif. 64.ced (4) and mixed with ſo much}; 


On 


of them they may be things which 


God commands, and of good uſe, 


| both to themſelves and (t) others * ns, 


SRD. | Ts "CE To. 
yet becauſe they proceed not from} xing, 
a heart purified by (x) faith, nor 21:27, uf 
are done in a right manner accord- , q.r7 


.Ing to the (w) word, nor to a 4-6. 


w 1 Cor. 


right end the (x) glory of Godz,, : 


they are therefore ſ{inful-and can- x Mar. 6. 
not pleaſe God ; nor make a man * Ames F 


meet to receive grace from ( )) 21,24. 


| God; and yet their neglect of Es 

them is more ſinful and (z) dil- x Job 2. 
, Is, 

pleaſing to God: | - A 


4142,43 


56. "FF erſeverance: of the 8aints, "—_— 
CHA P. XVII. 


Of Perſeverance of the | 


Saints, 


Hoſe whom God hath ac- 
A cepted in the beloved, et- 
fectually called and Sandtified by 
his'$pirit, and given the precious. 
faith of his Ele unto, can neither 
_totally\ nor finally fall from the. 
: Ce [tate of grace ; (4) but ſhall cer- 
28.29, tainly- perſevere therein to the 
ie 1.5. end and be eternally ſaved; ſee- 
19.1 Joh, 10g the gifts and callings of God 
2.19, are Without Repentance,(whence 
he ſtill begets and nouriſheth in 
them Faith, Repentance, Love, 
Joy, Hope, and all the graces of the 
Spirit... unto immortality ) and 
though many ſtorms and floods 
ariſe and beat againſt them, yet 
they ſhall never be able to take 


them off that foundation and rock 
which 


” A bane po none Og : PA. a +4 IM 


inte — Jun hows grugn gu 


MM, 7%]. Hwhad __ = wm mas him. ” A: 


": of Perſeverance of t the Saints... "ry 
which by faith they. are faſtned _ 
upon : notwithſtanding through. _ 
unbelicf and the temptations of 
= | Satan the ſenſible ſight of the light 
and love of God, may for a time 
be clouded, and obſcured from: 
(b) them, yet he is ſtill the ſame 5 Plal.89. 
Cc) and they ſhall be ſure to be Egan. 
kept by the power of God unto 32 
Salvation, where thcy ſhall enjoy * cREY 
their purchaſed poſſeſſion, they 
being engraven upon the palm of 
his hands, and theirnames having 
been written in the book of lite. 
from all Eternity, 


2. This perſeverance of the .. ;-- 
Saints depends not upon their own 
free will ; but upon the 1mmuta- 
bility. of the decree of (d) Elefti- 4 Rom. 8, 
on flowing ſrom the free and un-? _—_ 
changeable love of God the Fa- + 
ther ; upon the efficacy of the me- *Rom. s. 
ritand interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt fot 16-41 
(e) and Union with him, the ( fs. "37 
oath of God, the abiding of his flick -. 


Spirit 


WW. a” 5 WY US 2» - - 4 


_ 
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EE 
 £1Joh:3. Spirit & the (g) ſeed of God with- 
þ Jer. 32, In them, and the nature of the(þ) 
' 48 Covenant of Grace from all which 


ariſeth alſo the certainty and in- 
fallibilicy thereof. 


3. And though they may 
through the temptation of Satan - 
and of the world, the prevalency 
of corruption remaining in them, 
and the negle&t of means of their 

7 Mar. 26. preſervation fall into grievous (7) 


70,72.74-fins, and for a time continue there- 


- 2g 54-5 in 3 whereby they incur (4) Gods 
Eph.4-30 diſpleaſure, and grieve his holy 


Spirit, come to have their graces | 


Pal 5t-and (7) comforts impaired have 
__ their hearts hardened, and their 
n Pla.32. Conſciences wounded, (»:) hurt, 


54 and ſcandalize others, and bring 


12 San, femporal judgements (#) upon 


12.14. themſelves : yet they ſhall renew 
0Luk-22. their (0) repentance and bepre- | 


ſerved through faith in Chriſt. Je- 
ſus to the end. 


32, $& Y.61 


” 


CHAP. 


| Of Perſeverance of t by Saints. | | 


| 


_—_— 
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Of the Aſſarance of Erace, Fc. '*y L 


/ 
/ 


CHAP. XVIIE 


_ Of the Aſſurance of 


Grace and Salyati- 
On. 


7. A Libough temporary Believ- 
ers,and other unregenerate 

men, may vainly decerve them- 
ſelves with falſe hopes, and carnal 
preſumptions, of being in the fa- _ 
vour of God, and ſtate of falvati- 

on, (a) which hope of theirs ſhall « Job 8; 
periſh; yet ſuch as truely believe ,."7.. 
1n the Lord Jeſus, and love him 23. 
in ſincerity, endeavouring to walk 
1n all good Conſcience before him, 


may 1n this life be certainly afſu- 


' red (b) that they are in the ſtate 6x Joh.z: | 


+31 
of Grace ; and may rejoyce in the 3; Ps K | 


hope of the glory of God which 24.5." 
- JEM I3« : 


LE ro v We ai Sa <> 
<C oL ox Th 


a 60 6s | 5 of Aſſurance of Grace | 
cRom. 5. hope ſhall never make them (7) 


at alhamed. 


2, This certainty is not abare 

. conjeqtural, and probable perſwa- 

4 Heb. 6. f1on, grounded upon (4d) a fallible 
717 hope; butan infallible aſſurance 
of faith founded on the Blood and 

e Heb. 6. Righteouſneſs of Chriſt (e_) re- 


- 17218: yealed in the Goſpel; and alſo 


 F2Pet.r. yp inwar evidence 0 
25 ice-T- Upon the inward ('f) f 


thoſe graces of the Spirit unto 
which-promilſes are made, and on 


3 e Rom.s, the teſtimony of the ('g) Spirit of 


15, 16. adoption, witneſling with our Spi- 
Tits that we are the children of 
God; and as a fruit thereof keep- 

b 1Joh.z ing the heart both (hb) humble and 


»23-. holy. | 


..,. 3. This infallible affurance doth 

* not ſo belong to the eſſence of 

faith, but that a true Believer, may 

wait long and conflict with many 

316, .. difficulties before he be(z) parta- 

162.88. ker of it ; yet being enabled by 
24.77. yÞP l 

i—12:. the Spirit- to know the things 

<TD Cn which 


i A < 


UMI 


UMI 


God, he may without extraordi- 


. one, to give all diligence to make 12- 


a{lurance of their Salvation divers 


drawing the (9) light of his coun-' 


| and Salvation. © "$4 
which are freely given him of 


nary revelation in the right uſe of 
means (k) attain therexhto : and on Joh.4 
therefore it is the duty of every atb.s;;r 


their Cailing and Election ſure, 

that thereby his heart may been- 
larged in peace and joy in the ho- 
ly Spirit, in love and thankfulneſs 
to God, and in ſtrength and 
chearfulneſs in the duties of obe- 
dience , the proper ([) fruits ' of /Rom- 5; 
this Aſſurance : ; ſfofaris it (#2) nes PC 
from inclining men to looſeneſs, wh ns 


4. True Believers may have the Tia i; 
ways ſhaken, diminiſhed, and in- 

termittedz as (#) by negligence in obey 5» 
preſerving of it,by (0) falling into opſ.51.8. 
ſom ſpecial $i”, which woundeth J14+ 
the Conſcience, and grieveth the 1.1 P(.77. 
Spirit, by ſome ſudden or(p)vehe- 23:P31 


ment temptation, by Gods with- q po. 7 


tenance 
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riance and ſuffering even ſuch as. | g 
fizar him to walk in darkneſs and. | Þ 
Ti». have no light ; yet are they. | x 
- r1Joh.g.never deſtitute of the (7) ſeed of. | 2 
> 7 2, Cr0d, and Life (s)of Faith, that. | v 
| 22 _ Loveof Chriſt, and thebrethren, | x 
, that fincerity of Heart, and Con- : 
ſcience of duty, out of which by : 
3 the operation of the Spirit, this 
| *P6425 Aſſurance may in due time be ('t) | 
| © revived: and-by the which in 
Lam. 3. the mean. time they are (#) pre- | « 
27-43 ſeryed:from utter deſpair: | 
F 
— a 
CH AP. XIX. þ 
| e FRE | 
Of the Law of God. t 
_ -.,. I, Od gave to AdamalLaw of | « 
WIIES Fe univerſal obedience, (a) |. x 
a9. Keel ed be : 
7.29, written in his Heart, and a partt- I 
.-. cular. precept of not eating the | 1 
"  Fruitof the tree of knowledge of | 1 
good 
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bound him, and all his poſterity ra 
| perſonal entire exact and perpetu- 


| upon the fulfilling, and: (c) threat- 5. 


abllity to keep it. 
' continued. to:bea perfect rule of 


written in two Tables ; the four 4. 


give to the. people - of Iſrael Ce- 


good and. evil; by. which he - 


al (b)- obedience ; promiſed life b Rom.iv 
ned death upon the breach of it; SR 
and indued him with -power and 


2. The ſame Law that was firſt bs 7 
written in the heart of man, (d) 2 EPI: 
Righteouſneſs after the fall; & was 
delivered by God upon Mount $3- 
z24i,in(e) Ten Commandments and ,y,,,s. 


firſt containing our duty tewards -. 
God, and the other fx our duty 
to man. 


- 3. Beſides this Law commonly 
called moral, God was pleaſed to 


remonial Laws, containing ſeveral X 
typical ordinances, partly of wor- pg, . 
ſhip, (Cf) prefiguring Chriſt, his 7. col. a 

"x graces, 17 


PET RE TINY Js © rea 
a 
* 3 Ss [ 
En 4 
T4 4 


| G. | 


of Wis Law Pf G32. 


graces, ations, ſufferings, and bez | - 
nefits; and partly holding forth 
—_— 5 divers inſtructions Cg) of moral | © 
* dnties,all which Ceremonial Laws |'2 

.-.:-: being appointed only to the time 
-* © of reformation, are by Jeſts Chriſt 
the true Meſſiah and only Law- | * 
giver who was furniſhed with po- | 
wer from the Father, for thatend, | J 
- 


h Colo, Ad þ) abrogated and raken away. 
ar 0 
ETC 4. To them alſo he oaveſundry | £ 


judicial Laws, which expired to- | ©! 

ether with the ſtate of that peo- | ©! 

ple, not obliging any now by ver- | 1 

1 Cor.g. tue of that inſtitution; their ge- ſir 
8, 9,10. neral (7) equity onely, being of H 
moral] uſe. 10 


| s. The moral Law doth for e- H 
| gromy; OV bind all, (4) as well juſtified | 85 
> pan ? perſons as Others, to the obedi- | Er 
Jam. 2:8. ence thereof, and that not only in | C*: 

EN ' regard. of the matter contained in | O 


| 4Jan.2 jt, but alſo in reſpe& of the (1) | to 
3 $0,205 th 
': authority of God the Creator, 


who 


- 


I JNAI 


"®, Va, ww Fry ay. 5 ; 


| Of the Law of God. 64"2J 
Who gaveit : Neither doth Chriſt 
1n the Goſpel any way diſlolve, 


 (») but much ſtrengthen this obli- » Mar. 5: 
gation. 7716099 


| Rom. 3. 
| 3I, 
6. Although true Believers be 


not under the Law, as a Cove- 

nant of Works, (z) to be thereby 7 Rom. 6, 
Juſtified or condemned 3 yet it 1s g1 + 
of great uſe to them as well as to Roms.r. 


others : in that, ds a Rule of 1044- 


Life, informing them of the Will 
of God, and their Duty, it direCts 
and binds them, to walk accord- 
ingly 3 () diſcovering alſo the, 
finfull pollutions of their Natures, =o. 
Hearts and Lives; ſo as Examin- gs 
ing themſelves thereby, they may” _ 
come to further Conviction of, 
Humiliation for, and Hatred a- 
gainſk Sin ; together with a clear- 
er {ight of the need they have of 
Chriſt and the perfeQtion of his 
bedience - It is likewiſe of uſe 


to the Regenerate, to reſtrain 


their Corruptions, in that it for- 


q F bids 


F i of the Law of God 


bids Sin 3 and the Threatnings of | 


it ſerve to ſhew what even their 


' Sins deſerve ; and what afflictions | 


in this Life they may expect for 


them:, although free'd from the 


Curſe and unallayed Rigor there- 
of. The Promiſes of it likewiſe 
ſhew them Gods approbation of 


Obedience, and what bleſſings. 


they may expect upon the perfor- 
mance thereof, though not as due 
to them by the Law as a Cove- 
 nantof Works ; ſo as mansdoing 
Good and refraining from Evil, 
becauſe the Law incourageth to 
the one and deterreth from the 0- 


ther, is no Evidence of his being 


Rom. 6. -) apder the Law and not under 


| 12,1314 


7, Neither are the forement1- 

7 Gal. 3. oned uſes of the Law (4) contrary 
#- tothe Grace of the Goſpel ; but 
_ do ſweetly comply with it ; the 
| YEze36. gpjrit of Chriſt ſubduing (r) and 
Wan nabling the Will of man, mY 
tnat 


IT TINA © 


Fang ofthe Lewaf Gate 633 
that freely and chearfully,, which . 
the will-of God reyealed in the: 
Lay, requiceth to be done. 7.1 : 


N48 
Cf 


CHAP. 20. 


Ofthe Goſpel, and of 
"the extent. of the © 
' Grace thereof, - 


* 
rn t- = = noe Brag moe rem nee x 


I Tas. Covenant of Works be- 
/1ng: broken. by Sin, and 

made unprofitable unto Life; God 

as; pleaſed to give forth the 
ans of Chriſt, (4) the Seed of ; Gen. 3 
the Woman, as the means of call- 25: 
1ng the Elec, and” begetting in 
them Faith and Repentance3z in 0 
this Promiſe, the (5) Goſpel, as to þ Rey, 13. © 
| the ſubſtance of i it, was revealed, * 
land therein Effectual, for the Con+ 
verſion and Salvation of:Sinners. 
= +711 E-:2 2, Ihis 
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68 Of the Goſpel,” and ow the. - 


2. This Promiſe of Chriff, and 
Salvation by him, is revealed only 

: Rom. 1. by (c) the Word of God 3 neither 
17 do the Works of Creation, Or 


Providence, with the light of Na- 


4 Ro. 10. ture,(4) make diſcovery ofChriſt,or 

14-1517-of Grace by him; fo much asina 

eneral, or obſcure way 3 much 

leſchat men deſtitute of the Re- 

- velation of, him by the Promuſe, 

Pro. 29-Or Goſpel ; (e) ſhould be enabled 
—_ th. Repentance. 

60.2,3 23, TheRevelation of the Go- 


{pel unto Sinners, made in. divers | 
times, and by ſundry rms ' with 


the addition of Promiſes, and Pre- 
cepts for the Obedience required 
therein, as tothe Nations, and 
Perſons, to whom it is granted, 1s 


#PC147, Meerly of the (f)Soveraign Will | 


20. | and good Pleaſure of God ; not 
At16.7- being annexed by vertue of any 
Promiſe, to the due improvement 

of mens natural abilities, by vertue 

of Common. light received, with- 

r our 
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18. . thereby, to attain ſaving Faith, or 


o- ad Wii a A. a. 44d co fwics -* =-a_I_ = oo, 


_ make, or can ſo do: And there- ' 
fore in all Ages the preaching of 


IMI 


 ebxtowt of the Grace thereof. 69 


out it 5 which none ever did (OF 


the Gofpel hath been granted unto 
perſons and Nations, as tO the ex- 
tent, or ſtreighrning of it, in great 


| variety, according to: the Coun- 


cell of the Wilt of Gud. 


4 Although the Goſpel be the 
FE. 4 outward means, of revealing 
Chriſt, and ſaving, Grace 3 and is, 
as ſuch,abundantly ſufficient there- 


. unto; yet that men.whoare dead 


in Treſpaſſes, may be born again, 
Quickned or Regenerated ; there 
is moreover neceſſary, an effequ-. 
al,inſuperable(b) work of theHoly 6 Pc 1x0. | 
Spirit, upon the whole Soul, for 3. | 
the producing in them a new fpi- 1 © 
ritual Life; without: which ng-0- E219 
ther means will effec (5) their Cone 5-fob. 6, 


verhion unto Goc., | _ 
| 2-Cor- 4+ 
. | 4* 5. 
F 3 CHAP | 


pb 70 "of cbrite Eiberty wy 
CHAP. XXT, 


Or. Chriſtian, Libere 
::and Liberty of - 


Colaſenics, 


HE Liberty which chrift hath 
purchaſed for Believers un- 
der the Gofpel, confiſts in their 
freedom from the guilt of Sin, the 
I3, 

bGal.r, 4 Rigour and (a) Curſe of the Law; 
"wax 25. and in their being delivered from 
dRom.s. this preſent evil (b) World,” Bon- 
Rom: , dage to (c)Satan, and Dominion 
(d) of Sin; from the (e) Evil of 
fr x Cor: Afﬀiitions3z* the Fear, and Sting 
p.- - pen (f) of Death, the Vidtory of the 
£2 Thef: Grave, and (2 Everlaſting Dam- 
4 Roms, nation 5 as alſo in their (þ) tree ac- 
15. - '.. ceſs to God; and their yielding 
: a_ '- Obedience unto him not out of a 


” i flaviſh fear, © but a Child-like 


love, 


« Gal. 3 condemning wrath' of God; the 


-L JNAL 


Liberty if Conſcience, Wh 
love, and willing mind. _ 
All which were common alſo to 

Believers under the Law (k) for £43, 
the ſubſtance of them ; but under ?* 

the new Teſtament, - the Liberty 

of Chriſtians is further enlarged 

in their freedom from the yoke 

. of the Ceremonial Law, to which 

the Jewiſh Church was ſubjefted ; 
and in greater boldneſs of acceſs 

'to the Throne of Grace; and in 

fuller Communications of the (2!) / Joh. 5.. 
Free Spirit of God, then Believ- 3; 32 
ers under the Law did ordinarily 19,20,2T. 


| partake of. 


2, God alone is (#:) Lord of the » Ja 
Conſcience, and hath left it free x Rom. 24, 
from the Dodrines and Command 4- 
ments of men, (-) which are 1n 4.4.19 
any thing contrary to his Word,or r Gor, 
not contained in it. So that tO - 
Believe ſuch DodGtrines, or obey Maga 5.9 
ſuch Commands out of-/Conſci- —— 
ence, (0) 1s to betray true liberty 2; 123; 7 


F 4 * il 


JMI 


of Conſcience;andthe requiring of 

px C0r:3- an (p) implicit Faith, and abſolute 

FS x. and blind Obedience, is to deſtroy 

24 Liberty of Conſcience, and Rea- 
 ſonalſo. - 


3. They who upon pretence of 
Chriſtian Liberty do praftice any 
tin, or cheriſh any finfull luſt; as 
they do thereby pervert the main 
deſign of the Grace ofthe Goſpel, 

q-Rom.6. (q) to their own Deſtruttion 3 1o 
»Gal. s, they wholy deſtroy (r) the end 


13 of Chriſtian Liberty, which is, 
*T PEt: fo 
I3,--21, 


Holineſs, and Righteouſneſs. be- 
fore him, all the days of our Life. 


CHAP, 


that 'being delivered out of the 
hands of all our Enemies we might | 
ſerve the Lord without fear in 
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| CH AP, XXII. ; \ 
, Of Religious Wor- 

't ſhip and Phe Sabbath 

Da 

| NES 

and} HE light of Nature ſhews 

| Þ ' that there isa God, who 

, | hath Lordſhip, and Soveraigntye . 

> | overall; is juſt, good, and doth 


: | Tpood unto all; and is therefore _ 
| | to be feared, loved, praiſed, cal- 
led upon, truſted in, and ſerved, 
with all the Heart, and all the 
Soul,, /a) and with all the Might. 
Bat the acceptable way of Wor- I. 
ſhipping the true God, is (b) in- 13:33: 
fitured by. himſelf 3 and- fo Hani. 
ted by his own revealed will, that 
he may not be Worſhipped ac- 
cording to the Imaginations, and 
de- 


F 


Wh 


&7 " Of Religions Worſhip 
devices of Men, or the ſuggeſtions 


of 'Satan, under any viſible repre- 
cExo 20. ſentations, or (c) any other way, 
+ 5% not preſcribed in the Holy Scrip- 

cures. - > | 


2. Religious Worſhip 1s to be gi- 
ven to God the Father, $0z and 


«Math r7oly Spirit, and to him (4d) alone 3 


9,I0. To 
Joh 6.23. not to Angels, Saints, or any other 


-—__p_t (e) Creatures 3 and fince the fall, 
e Rom. 1, not without a (f _) Mediator, nor 
£5” .., 10 the Mediation of any other but 


Revel.rg. (g) Chriſt alone. | 
j Joh. I}. | As 


e x Tim. 3. Prayer with thanksgiving, 
being one ſpecial part of natural 


worſhip, is by God required of 


Hd Ch) all men. But that it may be 
Pral.65.2. accepted, it is to be made in the 


# Jt 14- (3) Name of the Son, by the help 


kRom.8.(h) of the Spirit, according to 
{Toh (1) his Will ; with underſtanding, 
"PR ” reverence, humility , fervency, 
faith , love, and perſeverance ; 
an 


ks my A tad pd oat 


as wor ith. wide wal fend fo 


A Hind minds ons Hoa # a 


JM] 


known tongue. 


ned (Þ) the fin unto death. pl 
| | Y_ 


by wade a oat Salts”, OY _ 
by V "4 SR 
. ep > 


EN" E- Be 
of 
<7 


and of "the Sabbath'Day. _ 7s 
and when. with others, in a (2) 7 Cor. 
416317. 


8 ” 
» 4 


4+ Prayer is to be made for 
things lawful, and for all ſorts of 
men. living, (x) or that ſhall live » : Tim. 
hereafter; but not (0) for the #32: 
dead, nor for thoſe of whom it :;. _ 


may be known that they have ſin+ 92 Sam. 
I 221,22, 

7 1.Joh, 5. 

2 1Jolt's 


5. The (4) reading of the 41 Tim. 


Scriptures, Preaching, and (7) #7 


hearing the word of God, teach- 4. 2. 
ing and admoniſhing one another 15-18: 
in Pſalms, Hymns and Spiritual. | 
ſongs, {inging with grace in our 
Hearts to (s) the Lord; as alſo, c,,". 
the Adminiſtration (7) of Baptiſm, 16. . 
and (z) the Lords Supper are all vs oe 
parts of Religious worſhip of God, 19, 20. 


to be performed in obedience to #1 Corr 


o , og . o 20s 
him, with underſtanding, faith, 
reverence, and godly fear 3 more- _ 
over ſolemn humiliation (x) with *Fit4. 


faſt- Joel. 2.12 


GL | of Religious Worſhip. 
YExo.rg-(y )ſpecial occaſions, ought to be 
. _ Pl aſed in an holy and religious man- 
NET. | 


6. Neither Prayer, nor any 0- 
ther part of Religious worſhip, 1s 
now under the Goſpel tied unto, 
or made more acceptable by, any 

xJoh.4. place in which it is (z) performed, 
ur Tio or towards which it 1s directed; 
but God is to be worſhipped eve- 
Ty where in. Spirit, and in truth ; 
«A 0. as In (a) private families (b) daily, 
' Mar. 6s. and (c) in ſecret each one by him- 
kh Pſ.5s. ſelf, ſo more ſolemnly 1n the pu- 
blick Aſſemblies, which are not 
£ carelefſely, nor willfully , to be 
 dHeb.1o. (d) negleted, or forfaken, when 
| 35, God byhis word, or providence 
42s 
 calleth thereunto. 


- Mar'6.6 


7. Asitisof the Law of nature, 
that in general a proportion of 
time by Gods appointment, be ſet 
a part for the Worſhip of God ; ſo 


'by 


LIMI 


faſtings; and thankſgiving upor, | 


— 


JMI 


' and the Sabbath Day. 77 
by his Word in a poſitive-moral, 
and perpetual Commandement, 


binding all men, jn all Ages, ae 
hath particularly appointed one 


day in ſeven for a (e) Sabbath to be tExo.2e. 


kept holy unto him, which from © 

the beginning of the: World to 

the Reſurrection of Chriſt, was 

the laſt day of the week ; and 

from the reſurreqion of Chriſt, 

was changed into the firſt day of _ 

the week (f) which is called che? 7 Cor- 
Lords day ; and isto be continu- ag.2c.5. 
ed to the end of the World, asKev-1-10 
the Chriſtian Sabbath; the obſer- 
vation of the laſt day of the week 

being aboliſhed. | 


@. The Sabbath 1s then kept 
holy untothe Lord , when men af- 
ter a due preparing of their hearts, 


| andordering their common affairs 


aforehand, do not only obſerve an 


holy (8) reſt all the day, from thei: ag 


own Works, woras.and thoughts, Neh. 13. 


about their wordly employment, 15-23 
THINL a 


£g Ifa. 58. 
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\ 22,23, 


" 98. Of Lawful Oaths and Vows. 
_ and recreations; but alſoare tak-: | 
en up the whole time in the pub- |} 


lick and private exerciſes of his , 
b Mar.r2, Worſhip, and in the duties. (þ) of 
1—13- ,neceſiity.and mercy, 


Cm 


CHAP. XXII 


Of Lawful Oaths and 


Vows. 


: A lawful Oath is a part of relj- 
' 4Fx0.29 . glous worſhip, (a) wherein 
7:Deut.o the perſon ſwearing in, Truth, - 
- 2%Jer4- Righteouſneſs, and Judgement, 
ſolemnly- calleth God -to witneſs - 
b 2 Cro.6 What he ſweareth; (b) and to 
judge him according to the Truth 
| or falſeneſs thereof. 


2. The Name of God only is 


that” 


- OE : 2 
PRery 4 4 ank wands AY at a _ | 


| but what he knoweth to be the 


Of Lawful Oaths and Vows. 7g: © 
| that by which men ought to 
| ſwear; and therein it is to be us 

ſed, with all Holy Fear and 
| reverence , therefore to ſwear. 
vainly or raſhly by that glorious, 
and dreadful name;or to ſwear at 
all by any other thing,is ſinful and 
to be (c)abhorred 3 yet as 1n mat- * wel | 
ter of weight and moment for con- Jam.$,12. 
firmation of truth, (4) and ending 42: 6 
all ſtrife, an 0ath is warranted by ;. My 

the word of God, ſoa lawful Oath _. - 
| being impoſed, (\ by lawful Au-: Net.13.” 
thority, in ſuch matters, ought to”7 
be taken, 


SB: oo 
C- 


.  3.. Whoſoever taketh an Oath 
warranted by the word of God, 
ought duely to conſider the 
weightineſs of ſo ſolemn an ads; 
and therein to avouch nothing, 


F truth; for that by raſh, falſe,and | 
vain Oaths the (f) Lord is pro-f Levit, 
voked, and for them this Land | W 
mournes, 


4 An 


85" Of LawfulOaths and Vows. 

_ ' 4+ AnoOathis to betaken inthe 

e Pſ24.4; plain, and ('g ) common ſenſe of the 
words; without equivocation, or 
mental reſervation. 


s.'A Vow which 1s not tobe 

_.. madeto any Creature, but to God 

b Plal76. alone, (þ) 1s to be made and per- 

. 28-20, 21 formed with all Religious care, 

22. ... - and faithfulneſs: But Popiſh 1- 

31 Cor. raſtical Vows, (i) of perpetual 

teh ſingle life, profeſſed 7h) poverty, 

4+ and regular obedience, are ſo far 

from being degrees of higher per- 

fetion, that they are ſuperſtiti- 

_ IMat.19- ous, (1) and finful ſnares, in which 

"to Chriſtian may intapgle him- 
ſelf. 
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T* + maintain (b) Juſtice, and Peace, 3, 4 
G E, 


of the Civil Magiſtrate. 2 
Of the Civil Magi- 
trite, 


1.7 Od the ſupream Lord, and 
A King of all the World, 
hath- ordained Civil (4) a-*Rom.13 


people for his own glory, and the 
publick good; and to this end hath 
armed them with the power of the 
Sword, for defence and env get 
ment of them that do g1/, and + 
tor the puniſhment of evil doers, 


2, It is lawful for Chr'Fians to 
Accept, and Execute the Otiice of 


. a Magiſtrate, when called there» 


unto) in the manarement where- b 2 $1mc_. 


k v#90 = ye p 23s, Z.; 
of, as they ous "ecially to 3 Fol 


ac- 


ENS : 

FO »% 2 
, OQ 
: P 


Eo, 82 | of the Civil Magiſtra ate. 


| according to the wholſome Laws .. : 

of each Kingdome, and Common- 

wealth : ſo for that end they may 

lawfully now under the New- 

eLuk. 3. Teſtament (c) wage war upon Juſt 
14 and neceſlary occaſions. 


3. Civil Magiſtrates being ſet 
up by God, for the ends aforeſaid ; 
ſubjedtion 1 in all lawful things com- 
manded*by them, ought to be 

 yeilded by us,in the Lord; not on- 


| 4 Rom. ly for wrath (4d) but for Conſci- 


13.5%7-enceſake 3 and we ought tomake 
17: fupplications and prayers for 
Kings, and all that are in Authorit- 

«4g ty, (e) that under them we may 
'" Hivea quiet and peaceable life, in 


all godlineſs and honeſty. 


Y 4 


Of Marriage: 


CHAP. XXV. 
Of Marriage. 


[6 rage | 1s to be between 


one Mar and one Woman; 
(a) neither is it lawful for any man « Gen. 2. 
to have more then one Wife, nor 4 _ 


* for any Woman to have more then 19.5, 6: 


q one Husband at the ſame time. 


Marriage was ordained for | 
_ gucual help (b) of Husband b Gen. 7 
” and Wife, (c) ho the increaſe of 7; .. 
| - Man- bind, with a legitimate 1{]ue, 28. 
+ and for (a) preventing of unclean- .d : LON 


nels. 


[ 


= 


3- It is lawful for (e) all ſorts ; ge. 13, 
of people to Marry, who are able 41 Time 
with judgment to give their con- 

| ſent; yetit is the duty of Chriſti- 

- ans ( f)to marry in the Lord ;f1Cor.z. 
E and therefore ſuch as profeſs the 3% 
G 2 tyue 


84 of Marriage. 
true Religion, ſhopld nos Marry 
eNeh.13 with Infidels, (g ) or Idolaters; 
25 2% neither ſhould Wo are godly bs 

 _unequally yoked, by marrying 
with ſuch as are wicked, in their 
life, or maintain damnable He- 
relic, | 


4. Marriage ought not to be | 
within rhe degrees of conſanguint- |. 

bLevit, ty, (6) or Afﬀnity forbidden in 

* 138. the word; nor can ſuch inceſtu- 
ous Marriage ever be made law- 
ful, by any law of 2a or conſent 
; Mar. 6. of parties, (7) ſo as thoſe perſons 
18.1 Cor. may live together as Mar and 

9. Is Wife, 
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CHAP. XXVI. 


| Of theChurch. 


1,%7*He Catholick or univerſal 
Church, which ( with re- 

| —_ the internal work of the 
Spirit, and truth of grace) may be 
called inviſible, confiſts of the 
whole (4) number of the Eled, « Hebyz2. 
that have been, are,or ſhall be ga- 22.COGs 


thered into one, under Chriſt the :. 0, 22, 


” head thereof; andis the ſpouſe,the 23-* 


5+ 23,27, 


body, the fulneſs of him that fil- 32. 
leth all jn all. DIE 


2. All perſons throughout the 
world, profeſling the faith of the 
Goſpel, and obedience unto God 
by Chriſt, according unto it; not 
deſtroying their own profeſſion by 
any Errors everting the foundati- 
CG 3 - on, 


86 Of the Church. 
on, or unholyneſs of converſation, 
Tron (b) are and may becalled vil ble 
Saints (c) and of ſuch ought all 
7 Hom: 7. particular Congregations to* be 


7.Eph. 1. 
20,21,22, ' conſtituted, 


3. The pureſt Churches vnder 
d 1 Cor. heaven are ſubject (d) to mixture, 
15-4 and error; and ſom have ſo de- 


e Rev. 18. generated as to become (e) no 
2-2 Thel. Churches of Chriſt, but Synago- 


2.1, 12 

always hath had, and ever ſhall 
fMar. 16. have a( f KKingdome' in this world, 
age pe to theend thereof, of ſuch as be- 


102. 28. lieve in him, and make profeſſion 
2 1®: of his Name. 

4. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the 

Head of the Church, in whom by 

2 Col. 1. the appointment of the F ather,(g) 

38. Mat. a}l power for the calling, inſtituti- 

--<ajh 7 on, order, or Government of the 

Eph. 4. Church, is inveſted in a ſupream & 

m_ ſoveraigne manner,neither can the 


Pope of Rowe in any ſenſe be head 


there= _ 


gues of Satan 3 nevertheleſs Chriſt 


UMI 


—& Was 5 


that Man of fin, and Son of per-* 


of the Church.” '87 
thereof, bur is (þ) that Antichriſt, b = oy 
dition, that exalterh himſelf in 
the Church againſt Chriſt, and all 
that is called God ; whom the 
Lord ſhall deſtroy with the bright- 
neſs of his coming. 


5. Inthe execution of this po- 
wer wherewith he 1s ſo 1ntruſted, 
the Lord Jeſus calleth out of the _ 
World unto himſelf, through the | * - 
Miniſtry of his word, by his Spirit, : 


(7) thoſe that are given unto him 7 Joh 10. 


by his Father; that they may 75 aP: 


walk before him in all the (k)) & Mia. 28, 
ways of obedience, which he pre- ** 
ſcribeth to them in his Word. 
Thoſe thus called he commandeth 

to walk together in particular ſo- 
cicties, or (/) Churches, for their jw. 1g. 


mutual edification and the due 15—20. * 


performance of that publick wor- 
ſhip, which he requireth of them 


in the World. 


G 4 CHAP. 


M88 Of the Church. 

| 6. The Members of theſe 

» Roni.r, Churches are (2) Saints by cal- 

7:1 ng, viſibly manifeſting and evi- 

dencing ( 1n and by their profeſſt- 

on and walking) their obedience 

unto that call of Chriſt ; and do 

willingly confent ta walk together 

according to the appointment of 
Chrilt,giving up them(clves,to the 

Lord',& one ta another by the will. 
x At. 2. of Gad,(#)in profeſſed ſubjettion 

> -R to the Ordinances of the Go- 


14.2 Cor, ſpe]. 
9, 13» 


7. To each of theſe Churches 
thus gathered , according to his 
mind, declared in his word, he 
« Matrs, hath given all thar (os) power and 
17, 18. authority, which is any way need- 
] Cor. 5; 
þ3 qb® ; full, for their carrying on that or- 
7.1 der in worſhip, and diſcipline, 
5 7, 3; which he hath Lotiinied for them 
to obſerve 3 with commands, and 
rules, forthe due and right exert- 


ing, and Executing of that po- 
Ver: 


8. A-. 


UMI 


MI 


<d, and compleatly Organized, 


And the Officers appointed: by 


the World are (p) Biſhops or El-ra820 
| ders and Deacons. 


that he be choſen thereunto by the 


of the Church. 
8. A particular Church gather- 


according to the mind of Chriſt, 
conſiſts of Officers, and Members; 


Chriſt to be choſen and ſet apart by 
the Church (ſo called and gather- 
ed) for the peculiar Admyniſtratt- | 
on of Ordinances, and Execution 
of Power, or Duty, which he 
intruſts them with, or calls them 
to, to be continued to the end of 


17, with 
Ve 28, 
Phy.1.1. 


9. The way appointed by 
Chriſt for the Calling of any per- 
ſon, fitted, and gifted by. the 
Holy Spirit, unto the Office of 
Biſhop, or Elder, in a Church, is, 


common(gq) ſuffrage of the Church ga. 14: 


it ſelf; and Solemaly ſet apart by 3: W.. 
Faſting and Prayer, with impoſt- nal. "7 
tion of hands of the (7)Elderſhip of .. 
the Church,ifthere be any before 4 2 ; 


Con- 


184 
1 


I 96 Of the Church, © 


Conſtituted therein ; And of a 

My. Deacon (s) that he be choſen by 
the like ſutfrage, and ſet apart by 
Prayer, and the. like hl tion 
_ of ands, | | 


10. The work of Paſtors be- 
ing conſkantly to attend the Ser- 
vice of Chriſt, in his Churches, 
1m the Miniſtry of the Ward, and 

e AR. 6, Prayer, (tf) with watching for 
their Souls, as they that muſt give 
''an account to him; 1t 1s incum- 
bent on the Churches to whom 
they Miniſter, not oniy to give 

u 1 Tim. them all due reſpect, (1) but alſo 
5-17, 18. to communicate .to them of all 
6x7- their good things according to 
* theirability, ſo as they may have 

a comfortable ſupply, without 

x2 Tin, being themſelves (x) entangled in 
2.4 Sccular Aﬀairs; and may alſo be 
y1Tim. Capable of exerciſing (5) Hoſpita- 
3-22 lity toward others ; and this 1s re- 


'21Cor. quired by the (z) Law of Nature, 


9 and by the Expreſs order of or 
Lord 


Of the Church. 
Lord Jeſus, who hath ordained 


_ that they that preach the Goſpel, 
ſhould live of the Goſpel. 


11. Although it be incumbent 
on the Biſhops or Paſtors of the 
Churches to be inſtant io Preach- 
ing the Word, by way of Office; 
yet the work of Preaching the 
Word, is not ſo peculiarly confin- 
ed to them; but that others alſo 
(a) gifted, 'and fitted by the Ho- a AA.11. 
ly Spirit for it, and approved,and 19: 5 221. 
called by the Church, may and 50 = as 
Qught to perfqrm it, 


12. As all Believers are bound 
to joyn themſelves to particular 
Churches, when and where they 
have opportunity ſo todo; Soall 
that are admitted unto the privi- 
ledges of a Church, are alſo (b) 6 1 Thet. 
under the Cenſures and Govern- 5:14: 


2 The" 3. 
ment thereof, according to the ; 6.14, $61 


Rule of Chriſt. 
13. No 


any offence taken by them, hav- 
. Ing performed their Duty required 
of them towards the perſon they 
are offended at, ought to diſturb 
any Church order, or abſent them- 
ſelves from the Aſſemblies of the 


Church, or Adminiſtration of any 
Ordinances, upon the account of 


ſuch offence at any of their fellow- 
members; but to wait upon Chr;ſ#, 


c Mat.18. (c)in the further proceeding of the 
| Rn ole Church. © | 
14: Aseach Church, andall the 
Epli. 6. Members of it are bound to (4d) 


22,6, pray continually, for the good-. 


and proſperity of all the Churches 
of Chriſt, 1n all places; and upon 
all occaſions to further it (every 
one within the bounds of their 
places, and callings, in the Exer- 
Ciſe of their Gifts and Graces) fo 
the Churches ( when planted by 


the providence of God fo as they 


may inioy opportunity and ad- 


vantage for it ) ought to hold . 


COm»e 


PO Ay — 
13- No Church-members upon 


cn tt 
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*(e) communion amongſt them- © Kom. 
ſelves for their peace, increaſe of ; Joh. #, 


' In their peace, union, and edifica- 


1s according to the mind of Chriſt, 


or with any juriſdiction over the 


Of the Church. 93_ 


I6. 1,2, 


love,and mutual edification« ' 9-10. 
I5. In'caſes of difficulties or 

differences, cither in point of Do- 

Ctrine, or Adminiſtration ; wheres 

incither the Churches m general 

are concerned, 'or any One Church 


tion ; or any member, or members, 
of any Church are injured, in or 
by any proceedings in cenſures not 
agreeable to truth, and order : it 


that many Churches holding com- 
munion together, do by their meſ- 
ſengers meet to conſider, (f) and fa8. xe, 
give their advice, in or about that 2 46.% 
matter in difference, ro be report- 792325 
ed to all the Churches concerned z 
howbeit theſe meſſengers aſlem- 

bled are not entruſted with any 
Church-power properly fo called ; 


+ 


Churches themſelves, to exerciſe 
any cealures either over any | 
; CR b, 


,1.% . a s 
: - ome OTIS 3 4 
, % 


* c1 Theſ, 


94 Of theCommunion of Saints. 


| £2Cor. Churches, or Perſons: or (g) to: 


I.24. . - - . 
I ; ſy Impoſe their determination. on the 
* Churches, or Officers. 


Som. 


CH AP. XXVII. 


Of the Communion of 


Yaints, 


» TI. A LL $airts thatareunited to 
| Jeſus Chriſt their Head, by 
bis Spirit, and Faith; although 
a 1 Joh. | 

r.3- Joh, they are not made thereby one 
Phils 10 perſon with him, have (a) fellow- 
Kom. 6.5 {hip in his Graces, ſufferings, 
-m death, reſurrection, and glory 3 
15, 1, © and being united to one another. 

x Cor.12, 1n love, they (b) have communion 


4 7. I Cor. ; 


'321, IN each others gifts, and graces 
| 22,23, and are obliged to the perfor- 
« 11.14, Dance of ſuch duties, publick and 
Rom. r. private, in an orderly way, (c) as 


- rigor do conduce to their mutual good, 


Gal 6.10, ÞOth in the inward and outward 
man, 2: Saints 


mmorpg 


Of the Communion of Saints, * 95 
2, Saints by profeſſion are | 
bound to maintain an holy fel- 
lowſhip and communion in the 
worſhip of God, and in perform- 
ing ſuch other ſpiritual ſervices, 
(d) as tend to their mutual edifi- d Heb.ro 
cation ; as alſo in relieving each {#,*5; 
other in (e) outward things ac- 3, 12, 13. 
_ cording to their ſeveral abilities, © A&-12. 
. 4s . * 20-20% 

and necefitties z which communi- 
on according to the rule of the 
Goſpel,though eſpecially to be ex- 
erciſed by them, in the relations 
wherein they ſtand, whether in 
| (Cf) families, or (g) Churches 3 f Eph. 6. - 
yet as God offereth opportunity F, 
15-to be .extended to all the houl- 12. 14. 
hold of faith, even all thoſe who —?7- 
In every place call upon the nam x 
of the Lord Jeſus; ;neverthele !2 4 
their communion one with ano- 
ther as Saints, doth not take away 
or (+) infringe, the title or pro- y ag.s.4 
priety, which each man hath-in his Ept.4-28 


goods and poſſeidions. -20Y 
| CHAP. 


96 Of Baptiſm and the Lords Supper. 


4 x 
> ans. I» - ;j % is F 
, - 
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C HAP. XXVIIL. 


Of Baptiſm and the 3 
Lords Supper. 


r, JhApen and the Lords Supper 
are ordinances of poſitive, 
and ſoveraign inſtitution ; ap- 
pointed by the Lord Jeſus the on- 
| ly Law-giver, to be continued in 
« Mat-a8 his Church (4) to the end: of the 
x9, 20, 
1Cor. world. 
11s 26, 
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2, Theſe holy appointments are 
to be adminiſtred by thoſe only, 
who are qualified and thereunto 

a... Called according (b) to the com- 
CO miſtion of Chriſt, = 
+ Is 


CHAP. 
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| CH AP. XXIX. 
; Of Baptiſm,” * 


1.DAptiſm is an Ordinance of 

the New Teſtament.,ordain- 

ed by Jeſus Chriſt, to be unto the 

party Baptized, a ſign of his fel- , 

lowſhip with him, in his death, 

(c) and reſarrettion; of his | DEing cRom. 6. 

engrafted into him 3 of (4 ) PETER 

| miſſion of fins; and of bis (2) gi- G Gal.3.27- 
ving up unto God through Jeſus 4 Mar: f. 
Chriit. to live and walk in new- ” oy" 


neſs of Lite. I e Rom,6, 
| 2, 4 


- 2. Thoſe whodo actually pro- 

telle,( f ) repentance towards God, fra;,1c, 

faith in, and obedience, to oup 15. 48. 
\ Lord Jeſus are the only proper 53% 37 
| ſubject ts of this ordinance. 


; H -.. "Mm 


| 
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3. The outward element to be 
 eNMat28.yſed in this ordinance (g) is wa- 
19, 20. . 
with a&, ter wherein the party is to be 
8.38, baptized, in the name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the 


Holy Spirit. 


4. Immerſion, or dipping of 

h Mat. 3. the pexrſon:(þ)) in water,ts neceſſa- 

, 6.Joh.3ry to the due adminiſtration of this 
ordinance. 


Q————_— 


CHAP. XXX, 


Of the Lords Supper, 


wy H E Supper of the Lord Je- 
| ſus, was inſtituted by him, 
the ſame night wherein he was 
betrayed, to be obſerved in his 
Churches unto the end of the 
| world, 


LIMI 


"Of Baptifom. MM 


of the Lards Supper. | 99. J 


world, for the perpetual remem- 
brance, and ſhewing forth the ſa- 


_ erifice of himſelf in his death (a) © 1 vr: 


11,23,245 


confirmation of the fairh of belic- 2,75. 


vers in all the benefits thereof, 
their ſpiritual nouriſhment, and 
growth in him, their further 1n- 
gagement 1n, and to, all dauttes 


which they. owe unto him; (b) b1 Cor. 


TO. 16,17s : 


and to be a bond and pledge of 21. 
their communion with him, and 
with each other. 


2. In this ordinance Chriſt 1s 
not offered up to his Father, nor 
any real ſacrifice made at all, for 
remiſſion of (in of the quick or 


- dead ; but only a memorial of that 


(c) one offering up of himſelf, by © Heb.2. 
himſelf, upon the croſle, once for **** AH 
all ; and a ſpiritual oblation of all 

(a) poſſible praiſe unto God for d Rm. 
the ſame 3 ſo that the Popiſh ſa« Mar. "ns 
crifice of the Maſs (as they call it) 25, 27. 
is moſt abominable, injurious to 


Chrifts own only facrifice, the Ws 
H 2 alone 


alone propitiation for all the fins 
of the Elect, 


3. The Lord Jeſus hath 1n this 


Ordinance, appointed his Miniſters 
to Pray, and bleſs the Elements of 


Bread and Wine, and thereby to _ 


ſet them apart from a common to 
an holy uſe, and to take and break 
e x Cor.. the Bread 3 to take the Cup, (e) 
= —_— and ({ they communicating alſo 
themſclves) to give both .to the 
 Communicants. | 


4. The denyal of the Cup to 
the people, worithiping the Ele- 
ments, the Ifring them up, Or Car- 
rying them about for adoration, 
and reſerving them for any pre- 

j Mar 26. tended religious uſe, (f\) are all 
_ ,, Contrary to the nature of this Or- 


Exod.20. dinance, and to the inſtitution of 
#5  Chrilt. 


s. The outward Elements in 


rh1is Ordinance, duely ſet apart to 


the 


Of the Lords Supper. F: 
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Lo a = ads. aa a—_—_ a XYHi' fon! ak 


of the Lords Supper. 


\ the uſes ordained by Chriſt, have 
ſuch relation to him crucified, as 
that truely,although interms uſed 
figuratively, they are ſometimes 
called by the name of the things 
they repreſent, to wit the ('g ), oy, 
body and . Blood of Chriſt 5 1. 27. 
albeit in ſubſtance, and nature; 
they {till remain truly, and only 
Ch) Bread, and Wine, as they were # 1 Cor. 


before. | I 


6. That dofrine which main- 
tainsa change of the ſubſtance of 
Bread and Wine,into the ſubſtance 
of Chriſts body and blood (com- 
monly called Tranſubſtantiation) 
by conſgcration of a Prieſt, or by 
any other way, is repugnant not to 
Scripture (7) alone, but even to? At.3. 
common ſenſe and reaſon ; over- 4.08 
throweth the (4 ) nature of the or- 39. - _ 
dinance, and hath been and is the ey 
cauſe. of manifold ſuperſtitions, 


yea, of groſs Idolatries. 


H 3 7, Wor- 


[ |. 27 Cor. 
| | \ 11. 29. 


Of the. Lords Supper. 
7. Worthy receivers, outward- 

ly partaking of the viſible Ele- 
ments-112 this Ordinance, do then | 
alſo inwardly by faith, really and 
indeed, yet not carnally, and cor- 
porally , but ſpiritually receive, 


U1Cor. and feed upon Chriſt crucified (1) | 
IO16:ch. . . | 
11. 23+ & all the benefits of his death: the | 
26. Body and Blood of Chriſt, being | 
_ then not corporally, or carnally, | 


but ſpiritually preſent to the faith | 
of Believers, 1n that Ordinance, as 


- the Elements themſelves are to | 


their outward ſenſes. s 
.-. 8, All ignorant and ungodly F : 
perſons, as they are unfit toenjoy | 
 n2Cor: Communion (x) with Chriſt; ſo 
6, 14, 15-are they unworthy of the Lords 
Table; and cannor without great 
fin againſt him, while they remain 
ſuch, partake of theſe holy myſte- 
ries, (#) or be admitted thereun- 
to: yea whoſoever ſhall recerve 


Mat. 7.6. unworthily are guilty of the Bo- 
dy and Blood of the Lord, eating 

and drinking judgement to them- 
ſelves. | CHAP, |} 


of the State of Man after Death. 103 FO 
CHAP. XXXI. 


" | Of the State of Man af- 
| ter Death and of the. 
Reſurrection of the 
Dead. 


Wo te ©@ UN FY \ ww 


HE Bodies of Men after 
c Death return to duſt, (2) 3:3: 
| and ſee (corruption; but their 1;, TH 
{ Souls(which neither die nor ſleep) 
| having an immortal ſubſiſtence, 
Immediately ( b ) return to God bEccleſ 
| who gave them: the Souls of the 77 7: 
Righteous being then made per- 
fect in holyneſs, are received into 
paradiſe where they are with 
Chriſt, and behold the face of God, 
in light (c) and glory; waiting © yay.” - 
for the full Redemption of their 51,6, 8. 
Bodies z and the ſouls of the wick- Phil.1.23 * 


Heb. 12. 
H 4 ' Ed, 23 


". Of the eſtate of Mar after Death. 


ed, are caſt into hell ; where they 
remain in torment and utter-dark- 
4 Jud.5 neſs, reſerved to (d) the judge- 
7. I Pet. 

2.10. Ment of the great day; beſides 
Luk. 16. theſe two places for Souls ſepara- 
*3 24 ted from their bodies, the Scrip- 


ture  geknowled geth none. 
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2. At the laſt day ſuch of the 

Saints as are found alive ſhall not 

: x Cor. fleep but be (e) changed; and all 
x5:51,52. the dead ſhall be raited up with 
— ——_ the ſelf ſame bodies,and (f ) none 


| \ FJob 19, other ; although with different 
= Gor. (8g) qualities, which ſhall be unt- 


15.42,43. ted again to their Souls for ever. 


. The bodies of the unjuſt 
ſhall by the power of Chriſt, be 
raifed to diſhonour ; the bodies of 
the juſt by his ſpirit unto honour, 
Il! þ a8. 24, (Þ) and be made conformaBle to 

| 25-Joh.5. his own glorious Body, 


E-28,20, 


Phl, 3.2L 
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CHAP. XXXII. 


Of the Laſt Judge- 


ment, 


bf > OD hath appointed a Day 

| wherein he will judge the 

world in Righteouſneſs, by (a) Je- « At.17. 
ſus Chriſt; to whom all power 5... 
and judgement is given of the Fa- 27. 
ther; in which Day not only the 


(b) Apoſtate Angels ſhall be judg- 5 1Cor.s 


Z cd; but likewiſe all perſons that 7 _y 
have lived upon the Earth, ſhall 
appear before the Tribunal of 
Chriſt ; Cc) to give an account «of « 2 Cor. 
their Thoughts, Words, and £7 


| : | : Eccleſ.12 
Deeds, and to receive according 14. Mat. 


to what they have done in the R: 3%: - 
| ; OM. 14. ' 
body, whether good or evil. PURSE 
Mar. 25; 
| 32, &Cs 


2. The 


= 


7" 20 
7 OY 


0 Of the Lot lement,” nog 


Of the_Laſt Judgement. | 
2, The end of Gods appoint- 
ing this Day, 1s for the manifeſta- 
tion of the glory of his Mercy, in 
the Eternal Salvation of the Ele&; 
a Rom,s. (4) and of his Juſtice 1n the Fter- 
2243 nal camnation of the Reprobate, 
_ are wicked and difobedi- 
; for then ſhall the Righteous 
man into Everlaſting Life, and re-. 
| ceive that fulneſs of Joy, and _ 
{= rv, with everlaſting reward, 
eMat. 25- the preſence (e) of the Po 
252 - but the wicked who know not 
| - 4-8. God, and obey not the Goſpel of 
ll} Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be caſt into E- 
l! _ fMar. 2g. ternal torments, and (f) puniſhed 
45-Mar.9 with everlaſting deſtruction, from 
7Theſ.r, the preſence of the: Lord, and 
78, 9,10. from the. glory of his power. 


RULER PS WW © it 


3, As Chriſt would have us to 
be certainly perſwaded that there 
ſhall be a Day of judgement, both 
| 22Cor. (e) to deter all men from ln, and 
<q 2Thet for the greater (h) conſolation of- 


| Of the Laſt Judgement  107' © 
w1ll he have that day unknown to | 
Men, that they may ſhake off all 
carnal ſecurity, and be always 
watchful,. becauſe they know not 
at what hour, the (7) Lord will Top 
come; and may ever be prepared Luk. 1 15. 

tolay, (kh) Come Lord Jeſus, Come 55239 


quickly, amen. 20. 
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APPENDIX: 
Holoever reads, and impartially 


YL V conſiders what we have 1n our 
{| forgoing confeſſion declared, may rea- 
dily perceive, That we do-not only con- 
center with all other true Chriſtians on 
the Word of 'God {revealed 1n the Serip- 
tures of truth) as the foundation and 
rule of our faith and worſhip. But that 
we have alſo indultriouily endeavoured 
to manifeſt, That in the fundamental 
Articles of Chriſtianity we mind the ſame 
things, and have therefore exprefied our 
belief in the ſame words, that have on 
the-like occaſion been ſpoken by other 
ſocieties of Chriſtians before us. 

Fhis we have done, That thoſe who 
are. deſirous to know the principles of 
Religion which' we hold and practi ſe, 
may 


CO +$10 Ls wo . 
"+ SE: £0 : . 
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may take an eſtimate from our ſelves 
(who jointly concur in this work) and 
may not be miſguided, either by undue 


reports 3 or by the ignorance or errors - 


of particular perſons, who going _ 
the ſame name with our ſelves, may giv 
an occaſion of ſcandalizing the truth we 
profeſs, 

And although we do differ from our bre- 
thren who are Pxdobaptiſts ; in the ſub- 
ject and adminiſtration of Baptiſme, and 
ſuch other circumſtances as have a neceſ- 
ſary dependence on our obſervance of 
that Ordinance, and do frequent our 
own af{lemblies for our mutual edificati- 
on, and diſcharge of thoſe duties, and 


ſervices which we owe unto God. and 


in his fear to each other: yet we would 
not be from hence miſconſtrued, as if the 
diſcharge of our own conſciences herein, 
_ did any wayes. diſoblige or alienate our 
aftections, or converſation from any o- 
thers that fear the Lord ; but that we 
may and doas we have opportunity par- 
 ticipate of the labors of thoſe, whom 
God hath indyed with abilities abdve 
our 
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An Appenidive. ere 2 
our ſelves, and qualified, and called -to 
- the Miniſtry of the Word, earneſtly deſt- 
ring to approve our {clves to be fuch, as 
follow after peace with holyneſs, and 
therefore we alwaics keep that bleſſed 
Trenicum, or healing Word of the Apoltle 
before our eyes 3 1t in any thing ye be 0- 
therwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even 
thisunto you ; nevertheleſs whereto we 
have already. attained ; let us walk by_ 
| | the ſame rule, let us mind the ſame thing, 
| Phil. 3.9.15, 16. | 
; Let it not therefore be judged of us 
becauſe much. hath been written on this 
ſubject, and yet we continue this our 
practiſe different from others) that it is 
| | outof obſtinacy, but rather as the truth 
1s, that we do herein according to the 
beſt of our underſtandings worſhip God, 
out of a pure mind yielding obedience to 
his precept, in that method which we. 
| | take to be moſt agreeable to the Scrip- 
|| tures of truth, and primitive pradtife. * 

It would not become us to give-any | 
| fuch intimation, as ſhould carry a ſem- 
blance that what we do-in the ſervice of 

God - 
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God is with a doubting conſcience, or 
with any ſuch temper of mind that we do 
thus for the preſent, with a refervation 
that we will do otherwiſe hereafter upon 
more mature deliberation ; nor have we 
any cauſe ſo to do, being fully perſwad- 
ed, that what we do is agreeable to the 
will of God. Yet we do heartily pro- 

oe this, that 1f any of the Servants of. 
our Lord Jeſus ſhall, in the Spirit of meek- 
neſs, attempt to convince us of any mt- 
ſtake either 1n judgement or practiſe, we 
ſhall diligently ponder his arguments 3 
and accompt Þtm our chiefelt friend that 
ſhall be an inſtrument to convert us from 
any error that 1s1n our ways; for. we can- 
not wittingly do any thing againit the 
truth, but all things for the truth. 

And therefore we have indeavoured 
ſerioutly to conſider, what hath been al- 
ready offered for our ſatisfaction 1n this 
Point 3 and are loth toſay any more lelit 
we ſhould be eſteemed defirous of re- 
newed conteſts thereabout : yet foral- 
much as it may juſtly be expected that we 
ſhew ſome reaſon, why we cannot ac- 
quieſce 
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| An Appendix. IT3! 
quieſce in what hath been urged againſt 
us ;3- we ſhall with as much brevity as 
may conſiſt with plainneſs, endeavour to: 
fatisfie the expeCtation of thoſe that ſhall 
peruſe what we now publiſh 1n this mat- 


| ter alſo; F 


| 1. Asto thoſe Chriſtians who conſent 
with us, That Repentance from dead works, 
and Faith towards God, and our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, is required in perſons to be Bap- 
tiſed; and do therefore ſupply the defect. 
of the(infant being uncapable of making 


_ confeſſion of either) by others who do '- 


undertake theſe things for it, Although 
we do find by Church hiſtory: that this 
hath beena very antient pra- . a 
Ctiſe 3 yet conſidering, that went hy WY 
the : ſame Scripture which 

does caution us againſt cenfuring our 
brother, with whom we ſhall all ſtand 
before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, does 
alſo inſtru&t us, That every ore of us ſhall 
givt an accompt of himſelf to God,,and what- 


ſoever is not of Faith is ſin. Therefore we 


cannot for our own parts be per[waded 
in-our own minds, to build. ſuch a pra- 


1 I | Cliſe 


| 114 An Appendix 
Riſe as this, upon an unwritten tradition : 
But 'do rather chooſe in all points of Faith: 
And Worſhip, to have recourſe to the 
\ "holy eee, for the information of 
our judgment, and regulation of our 
practiſe 3 being well aſſured that a con- 
ſcientious attending thereto, is the beſt 
way to prevent, and redtifie our defedts 
_ anderrors. 2 Tim. 3. 16, 17. And it any 
ſuch caſe happen to be debated between 
Chriſtians, which is not plainly determi- 
_. nable by the Scriptures, we think it ſafeſt 
_ to leave ſuch things undecided until the 


/ ſecond coming of ohr Lord Jeſus ; as they 
did in the Church of old, until there 
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ſhould ariſe a Prieſt with Urizz and Thum- 
im, that might certainly inform them 
of the mind of God thereabout, Ezra 2. 
62, 63. 

2. As for thoſe our Chriſtian brethren 
who do ground their arguments for In- 
| fants baptiſm, upon a preſumed feederal 
_ Holineſs, or - Church-Memberſhip, we 
4 conceive they are deficient in this, that 
| albeit this Covenant-Holineſs and Mem- 
berſhip ſhould be as is ſuppoſed, in refe- 
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.retice unto the Infants of Believers ; yet 
-nocommand for Infant baptiſm does im- 

mediately and diredly reſult from ſuch a 
quality, or relation. | 7 
All inſtituted Worſhip recerves its ſan- 
ion from the precept, and 1s to be 
thereby governed in all the neceſfary cir- 
cumſtances thereof: . - "50x 8 
_ So it was in the Covenant that God © 
made with Abraham and his Seed. . The 
fign whereof was appropriated only to. | 

., the Male, notwithſtanding that the fe- 
male ſeed as well as the Male were com-: | 

 prehended in the Covenant and part of _ 

 'the Church of God; neither was this - 
ſiga tro! be affixed to any Male Infant til | 
| he was eight dayes old, albeit he was 

within the Covenant from the firſt mo- | 

ment of his life 5 nor could the. danger 
| of death, -or any other ſuppoſed neceſit- 
ty, warrant the circumcifing of him be- 
fore the ſettime, nor was there any cauſe 
for it 5 the commijnation of being cut off 
from his people, being only upon the. 
neglect, or contempt of the precept.: © 
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| Righteous Lot was nearly related to 
 Aqraham 1n the fleſh, and contemporary 
with him, when this: Covenant was 
made; yet inaſmuch as he, did not de- 
ſcend from his loynes, nor was of his 
houſhold family (although he was ofthe 
ſame houſhold of faith with Abraham) yet 
neither Lot himſelf nor any of his poſte- 
rity (becauſe of their deſcent from him) 


were ſigned with the ſignature of this | 


Covenant that was made with Abraham 
and his ſeed. 

This may ſuffice to ſhew, that where 
there was both an expreſſe Covenant, and 
a ſign thereof (ſuch a Covenant as did 
| ſeparate the perſons with whom it was 
|| [made, and all their off-ſpxing from all the 


[| reſt of the world, as a people holy unto 


the Lord, and did conſtitute them the 
| viſible Church of God, ( though not 
| comprehenſive of all the faithful in the 
world) yet the fign of this Covenant was 
not affixed to all the perſons that were 
| within this Covenant, nor to any of them 
| till the prefixt ſeaſon 3 nor to other faith- 
| ful ſervants of God, that were not of de- 
| ſcent 
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ſcent from Abraham. - And conſequently 
that it depends purely upon the will of 


the Law-giver,. to determine what ſhall 
be the ſ1gn of his Covenant, unto whom, 
at what ſeaſan, and upon what terms, It b 
ſhall be affixed. | 
If our brethren do ſuppoſe beptifin to 
be the ſeal of the Covenant: which God 


makes with every beleiver (of which the 


Scriptures are altogether ſilent) it is not 
our concern to contend with them here- 
inzyet we conceive the ſeal af. that Cove- | 
nant is the indwelling of the. Spirit of _ 
Chriſt in, the particular and individual 
perſo whom hereſides, and nothin 


elſe, either do they or we ſuppoſe that 
| bapriſi i isinany ſuch manner ſubſtituted _ 


in the place of circumcifion, as: to have - 


the ſame (and no other Nlatitude, extent, 


or terms, then circumciſion had ; for that 
was ſuited only for the Male children, 
baptiſm is an ordinance ſuited for every 
beleiver, whether male, or. femal. That 
extended to all the males that were bore 
in Abrahams houſe, or bought with hig . 


money, equally with the males that prae 


I 3  ceede. 4 -- 
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ceeded from his own loynes 3 but bap- 


tiſme-is not ſo far extended in any true 


Chriſtian Church that we know of, as to 
be adminiſtred to all the poor infidel ſer- 
vants, that the members thereof purchaſe 
for their ſervice, and introduce into their 
families 3 nor to the children born of 
them in their houſe. 

But we conceive the ſame parity of 
reaſoning may hold for the ordinance of 
baptiſm as for that of circumciſion 3 Ex- 
odxs 12. 49. viz. one Jaw for the ſtran- 
ger, as for the home born : If any delire 
to be admitted to all the ordinances, and 
priviledges of Gods houſe, the door i Is 
operi 3 upon the ſame terms that any one 
perſon was ever admitted to all, or any 
of thoſe priviledges, that belong to the 
Chriſtian Church 3 may all perſons of 
right challenge the like admiſfion. 

As for that text of Scripture, Rom. 4. 
11. He-received circumciſion 4 ſeal of the 
righteouſneſs of the faith which he had yet 
being uncircumciſed 3 .we conceive if the 
Apoſtles ſcope 1n that place be duly at- 
ended to, to,it will appear that no argument 
Can 


| ww {CD -n 


(0 * 


' man not to be ſuſj 
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can be taken. from thence toinforce In- 
fant baptiſm ; and foraſmuch as we find- 
a full and fair account of thoſe words gi- . 
ven by the learned Dr. Lightfoot C a 
ed of partiality in 
this controverſie ) in his Hor. Hebraz, on 
the I Cor, 7. 19. Þ. 42, 43. we fhall tranſ- 
cribe his words at large, without any 
comment of qur own upon ther. 


Circumciſio nihil Circumciſion is 
eſt ratione habita nothing, if we re- . 


temporis, jam enins ſpect the time, for 


evanuerat, adinpleto *now 1t was without 


Precipue ejus fine ob 
quem fuerat inſtitu- 
ta; Iſtum finem ex- 
bhibet Apoſtolus 12 
werbis iſtis Rom: "4. 
II. oppazids * ygioov- 
Pls F anos Þ oy dxpofbusid. 
At vereor ne a pleriſ- 
que wverſionibus non 
ſatis- aptentur ad ji- 
new Circumciſionis, 


&- ſeopunt Apoſtoli, 


LMI 


uſe, that end of it | 
being eſpecially ful- 
filled ; far which-1t 
had been inſtituted: 
this end the Apo- 
{tle declares in thefe 
words, Rom. 4. 1T: 
oppazid, &c. But I fear 
that by-moſt trant-. 
lations they are not 
ſufficiently ſuited to 
the end of circum- * 
I 4 cilton 


tur aliquid de ſuo. 
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dum ab iis interſeri-: cifion, and the'ſcope 
. ofthe Apoſtle: whikt 


ſomething. of; their 
own is by them in- 


ſerted. 


And after the Doctor hath repreſented 
diverſe verſions of the'words agreeing for 
the moſt- part 1n fenſe/ with that-which 
wehave 1n our Bibles he thus proceeds. 


Alie in eundem 


ſenſurm, ac ſt cir- 
cumciſto daretur 
Abrahamo in ſe 


I gilum juſtitis iſtins, 
ll quamille habuit,dum 
adhuc foret preputi- 
atus ; quod non ne- 
gabimius aliqualiter 
verum eſſe, at credi- 
mMus Circumciſionem 
longe alis precipue 


reſpexiſſe. 


Other verſions 
are to'the ſame pur- 
poſe; as if circum- 
cifion was giverrto 
Abraham tov \a*Seal 
of that Righteouſ- 
neſs which: he had 
betrig yetuncircum- 
ced,which:we will 
not deny tobe in 
ſome ſence true, but 
we believe that cir- 
cumciſfionhad'chiet- 
ly a far different re- 
ſpect. 
| Give 
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n- 


Liceat mihi verba 


frereddere.Etifigaum 


acceplt circumeiſio- 
nis, {figillum juſtitiz 
fide, quz futura '1n 


preputio'; que futu- 


Pa djco, non que fuc- 
rat. Now que fuerat 


Abrahamo adbyu: 
preputiato, ſed que 


atura eminti ejus 
fi Se j 


preputiato, id eſt, 
gentilibus, fidenz olint 
Abrahami ' 7-7itatu- 
pw < 1 2-461 
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me 1 

Give me leave. - 
thus to render the. 
words; And be re- 
ceived the ſign of cir- 
cumciſion, a- ſeal of 
the Righteouſneſs of 
Faith, which was to 
be in the uncircumcis 
ſron, Which was to be 


(I fay_) not which. 


hai been, not that. 
which Abraham had. 
whilſt he was yet 
uncircumciſed'; but 
that which his un-- 
circumciſed feed 


fhould have, that 1s 


 theGentiles, who in 


Nunc adyerte bene 
qu4 occaſtone inſtitu- 
iz Abtrahamo - cir- 
camciſio; ponens tibi 
ante oculos hiſtoriam 
ejus, Gen. 17. 


time to come ſhould 
imitate the faith of 
Abrahanz. 

Now confider 
well on what occa- 
flon circumcilion 


was inſtituted unto 
Abraham.,(etting be- 
fore 


Fit primo ei. hec 
promi(ſio, Multarum 
 Gentium eris tu pa- 
ter(quonam ſenſu ex- 
' plicat Apoſtolus, iſto 
capite ) &* ſubinde 


| ſubjurgitur duplex. 
I} - ſigitlnm rei corrobo- 


rand eimmutatioſci- 


lll! Jicet nominis Abra- 


-ml i» Abrahamum; 
& inſtitutio circun- 
ciſionis : v. 4. Ecce 
mihi tecum et fce- 
dus, eris tu pater 
.multarum gentium, 
Dulre vacatum eft 
| 20wmen cjus Abraha- 
| mus? Tz ſjgillationem 
hujus promiſſuonis. 
Tu Pater eris mul- 
_ tarum gentium. Et 
quare inſtituta ei cir- 


we Appendinei 
fore thine eyes the 


hiſtory thereof,Gez. 
I7. : 
This promiſe is 
firſt made unto him, 
Thou ſhalt be the Fa- 
ther of many Nati- 
ons (in what ſenſe 
theApoſtle explain- 
eth in that chapter) 


and then there is 


ſubjojned a double 
ſeal for the confir- 
mation of the thing, 
to wit, the change 
of the name Abram 
into Abraham, and 


the inſtitution of cir- 


cumcifion. v.4. Behold 
as for me, my Cove- 
nant is withthee, and 


thou ſhalt be the Fa-. 


ther of manyNations. 
Wherefore was -his 
name called Ahra- 
ham? for the ſeal- 

ing 


onem ejuſdenm pro- 
miſſionis, Tu Pa- 
ter eris multarum 
Gentium. Ttat hic 
ſit ſenſns Apoſtoli,in- 
ſtitutioni circumci- 
flonis congruentiſſi- 
mus: accepit ſignum 


fircumciſtonis, ſigil- 


lum juſtitig fiaei, 
quam oling erat in- 
erreumciſio (vel Gen- 


tiles) habitura &- 


 adeptura. 


MI 


Duplex ſemen erat 


Abrahamozzaturale, 


Judeorum: & fidele 
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Pcumeifto?In figiNlati- 


ing of this promiſe: 
Thou ſhalt be the Fa-' 


ther of many Nations 


And wherefore 
was circumciſion 10» 
ſrituted to him? For 
the ſealing of the 
ſame promiſe. Thom 


ſhalt be the Father of © 


many Nations. SO 
that this 1s the ſenſe 


of the Apoſtile;moſt- 


agreeable to the inz 
ſtitution of circum-_ 
ciſion; he received 
the ſign of circum- 
cifion, a ſeal of the. 
Righteousneſs of 
Faith which in time 
to come the uncir+ 
cumcition ( or the 
Gentiles.) ſhould 
have.and obtain. 
Abrabam. had a 
twofold ſeed, natu-: 
ral, ofthe Jewszand, . 


faithful 
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um:ſgnatur naturale 
figro circumciſtonis, 
prim? quidem in ſui 
 diftinGionem, ab 
omnibus aliis - gen- 
tibus, dum ee non 
adbuc - forent ſemen 
Abrahami; at pre- 
erpue 10 memoriant 
juſtificationis genti- 
um per fidem , cunt 
tandem forent ejus 
ſemin. Ceſſatura er- 
go- merito erat cir- 
cutaciſio, cum intro- 
duterentur Gentiles 
ad fidem,quippe quod 
tune finem ſunn ul- 
timum 4c precipunnt 
obtinuerat,et perinde 
9g TepiJopun ty. 


ad ” laſt and chiet 
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. gentiliun credenti- faithful, of the ' be. 


heving Genclles 
his nataral ſeed was 
ſigned with the ſign 
of circumciſion, firſt 
indeed for the di- 


ſtinguiſhing of them} 


from all other Nati- 
ons whilſt they as yet 
were not the ſeed of 
Abraham, but eſpect- 
ally for the memo- 
rial of the juſtifica- 
tion of the Gentiles 
by faith, when at 
length they ſhould 
become his ſeed. 

Therefore circum- 
ciſion was of right 
to ceaſe, when the 
Gentiles were 
brought 1n to. the 
faith, foraſmuch as 
then it: had obtain- 
end, & thenceforth 


circumciſion is nothing. 


Thus 


An Appndin. Rag” 
Thus far he, which we earneſtly defire 


| may. be ſeriouſly weighed, for weplead 


not his authority, but the evidence of 
truth in his words. | 


3+ Of whatſoever nature the holine 


of the children mentioned, 1 Cor. 7.1%. 
be,yet they who do conclude that al} fuch 


children ( whether Infants or of” ripet 
years) have from hence an immediate 
right to baptiſm, doas we concetve put 
more into the concluſion; then will be 
found in the premitles. 


For although we do not determine po- 
fitively concerning the Apoſtles ſcope in - 
the holineſs here mentioned, ſoas to fay 
it is this, or that, and no other thing 3 
Yet it is evident that the Apoſtle does by 
it determine not only the lawfulnefs bat 
the expedience alſo of a beleivers coha- . 
bitation with an unbehever, in the ſtare 
of marriage. 


And we do think that although the 
Apoſtles afſerting of the unbelieving 
' yoke- 


BIYT 


me 
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yokefellow tobe ſanctifted by the' be- 
_ hever, ſhould carry in it ſomewhat more 
then is inthe. bare marriage of two inhi- 
dels, becauſe although the marriage cove- 


the wedlock of two unbelievers a lawful 
aCtion,and their conjunttion and-cohabi- 
tation in that reſpect undef!!ed, yet there 
might be no ground to juppoſe from 
thence, that both or either of their per- 
ſons are thereby ſandtified ; and the Apo- 
file urges the cohabitation of a believer 
'with an infidel in the ſtate of wedlock 
from this ground that the unbelieving 
husband is ſanFifred by the believing 
wife 3 nevertheleſs here you have the in- 
| Huence of a believers faith aſcending from: 
Ill ax inferior to a ſuperior relation ; from the 
| wife to the husband who its her head, be- 
Fore it cart deſcend to their off-ſpring. And 
therefore we ſay, whatever be the nature 
or extent of the holineſs here intended, 
we. conceive it cannot convey to the 
children an immediate right to baptiſm; 
becauſe it would then be of another na- 
ture,and of a largerextent,then the root, 
7 | and} 


nant have a divine fan&ton ſo as to make 


An hs appeal, De oy -3 
and original from whence it is derived; 
for it is clear by the Apoſtles argument 
h-j that holineſs cannot be derived to the 
e-ſ| child from the ſanity of one parent on- 

cel} ly, ifeither father or mother be (inthe 

ul ſenſe intended by the Apoſtle) unholy or 

1-8 unclean, fo will the child be alſo, ww; 

ref} fore for the production of an holy ſeed 

my it is neceſſary that both the Parents be 
r-F ſandified ; and this the Apoſtle poſirive- 
>| ly aſſerts in the firſt place to be done by 
rf the beleiving parent, although the other 
kf be an' unbeliever; and then conſequen- 
gf tially from thence argues, the holineſs of 
gf their children. Hence it follows, that as 
-f| the children have no other holineſs then 
4 what they derive from both their Pa- 


ef] rents ſo neither can they pricul right 


2-f| by this holineſs to any ſpirityal privi- 
df] ledge but ſuch as both their Parents did 
e|| alſo partake of : and'thereforeif the un- 
l, believing Parent (' though fanctified by | | 
ell the believing Parent) have not thereby a 

- aq to baptiſm, neither can we con- . 
-£ deve, that there is any ſach priviledge, 
| derived tothe children by their birth-ho- 
lineſs. - Beſides 


- 


_ | Befides if it had been the uſual praiſe 
in the Apoſtles dayes for the father or 


mother that did beleive, to bring all their 


children with them to be baptiſed ; then 


the holineſs of the beleiving Corinthians 


children, would not at all have been in 

veſtion when this Epiſtle was written 5 
| but might have been argued from their 
paſiing under that ordinance, which re- 
preſented their new birth, although they 
had derived no holineſs from their Pa- 
rents, by their firſt birth;and would have 
layen as an exception againſt the Apoſtles 
inference, elſe were your Children unclean, 


6c. But of the ſanGification of all the 


children of every beleiver by. this ordi- 
nance, or any other way, then what 1s 


beforementioned, the Scripture is alto»: 


gerher ftlent. 
This may be alſo added; z.that-if this 
birth holineſs doqualifie all the children 


of every believer, for the ordinance of 


baptiſm; why not. for all other ordi-' 


'nances 2 for the Lords Supper as was pra-: 
 QHiſed for along time together 2: for if re- 


courſe be had: to what the [Scriptures 
| you 
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ſpeak generally of this ſ\ubject ; it will be 


found, that the ſame qualities which do 


intitle any perſon to baptiſm, do ſo allo 
for the participation of all the Ordi- 
nances, and priviledges of the houſe of 
God, that are common to all believers. 

- Whoſoever can and does interrogate 
his good Conſcience towards God when 
he is baptiſed (as every one mult do that 
makes it to himſelf a {ign of Salvation) 1s 
capable of doing the fame thing, 1n eve- 
ry other act of worſhip that ke performs. 
. 4- Thearguments and inferences that 
are uſually brought for, or againſt In- 
fant baptiſm from thoſe few inſtances 
which the Scriptures afford us of whole 
families being baptiſed ; are only con- 


| jefural; and therefore cannot of them- 


{clves, be conclulive on ether hand : yet 
in regard. moſt. that treat on this ſubject 
for. Infant baptiſm, do (as they conceive) .. 


Improve theſe, inſtances to the advantage 


of their argument - we think it meet (in 


"ike manner as 1n: the caſes before menti- 


oned ſo in this) to ſhew the invalidity. of 
ſuch inferences. fo Os 


Lo 


K . Corne- 
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Cornelins worſhipped God with all his 
houſe, the Jaylor, and Criſpus the chief 
| ruler of the Synagogue, believed God with 
| each of their houſes. The houſhold of 'Ste» 
| phanus addiFed themſelves to the Miniſtry 


of the Saints: fo that thus far Worſhip-. 
ping, ana Believing runs parallel with 


Baptiſm. Andif Lydia, had been a mar- 
ried perſon, when ſhe believed, it is pro- 
bable her husband would alſo have been 
named by the Apoſtle, as in like cafes,in- 
aſmuch as he would have been not only 
a part, but the head of that baptifed 
houſhold. 

Who can aſſign any probable reaſon, 
why the Apoſtle ſhould make mention of 
four or five houfholds being baptifed and 
ho more-? or why be does fo often vary 
inthe method of his ſalutations, Roz. I. 6. 
fometimes mentioning only particular 
perſons of great note, other times fuch, 
and the"Church'in their houſe ? the Saints 
that were with them;afhd them belonging 
_ to Narciſſus, who were 1h the Lord ; thus 


ſaluting either whole families, or part of 


fGmilies, or only particular perſons in fa- 


milies, 


UMI 
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milies, conſidered as they were .1n the 
' Lord, for if it had been anvulſual practife 
to baptize all. children; with their pa- 
rents z there were then many thouſands 
of the Jews which believed, ang N8cat 
number of the Gentiles, in mo{tf the 
- principal Cities in the World, and among 
ſo many thouſands.it is more then proba- 
| ble there would have been ſome thou- 
| ſands of houſholds baptiſed 3 why- then 
ſhould the Apoſtle in this reſpet ſigna- 
lize one GE nily of the Jews and three or 
four of the Gentiles,as particular inſtances 
in a caſe that was common ? whoever 
ſuppoſes. that we do willfully debar our 
children, from the benefit of any pro- 
miſe, or priviledge, that of right belongs 
tothe children of believing parents ; they 
doentertain over ſevere thoughts of us + 
to be withour natural affe&ions is one of 
the characters of the worſt of perſons, 
in the worſt of times.. Wee do freely 
 confeſie our feives guilty before the Lord, 
in that we have not with more circum- 


| | fpection and diligence train'd up. thoſe 


that relate to us 1n the fearof the Lord:; 
K 2 4 and. 
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and do'humbly and earneſtly pray, that 
our omiſtons herein may be remitted, 
and that they may not redound to the | 


projygycoof our felves, or any of ours : 
ut reſpect to that duty that 1s in- 
en 


CUM 


t on us, we acknowledge our 


ſelves obliged by the precepts of God, |. 
to bring up our children in the nurture } 
and admonition of the Lord, to teach | 
them his fear, both by inſtruction and ex-' 


ample ; and ſhould we ſet light by this 


precept, it would demonſtrate” that we | 


are more vile then the unnatural Heathen, 
that like not to retain God 1n their know- 


ledge, our baptiſm might then be juſtly 


accompted, as no baptiſm to us. 


There are many ſpecial promiſes that | 
do incourage us aswell as precepts,that do |. 


oblige us to the cloſe purſuit of our du- 


ty herein : that God whom we ſerve, | 


being jealous of his Worſhip, threatens 
the viſiting of the Fathers tranſgrefſion 
- upon the children to the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate him: yer 
does more abundantly extend his mercy, 
even to thouſands ( reſpecting the off- 

pring 
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ſpring and ſucceding generations). of . F 


them that love him, and keep his com- 
| mands. 


When our Lord rebuked his Jiſcjples 


\ for prohibiting. the acceſs of little chil- 
dren that were brought to him, that he. 
* | might pray over them, lay his hands up- 
4: on them, . and bleſſe them, does declare, 
| that of ſuch is the Kingdom of God. And the 
] Apoſtle Peter in anſwer to their enquiry, 


that deſired to know what they muſt do 
to be ſaved, does not only inſtruct them 


| 1athe neceſſary duty of repentance and 


baptiſm 5 but does alſo thereto —_— 


them, by that promiſe which had refe- 


rence both to them, and their children 


{ if our Lord Jeſus in the forementioned 
' Place, do not reſpe&t the qualities of 
. Children (as elſewhere) as to their meek 


neſs, humility;and ſincerity, and the like 5 


| but intend alſo that thoſe very perſons 


and ſuch like, appertain to the Kingdom 
of God, and if the Apoltle Peter in mens 


tioning the aforeſaid promiſe, do reſpeR 


not only the preſent and ſucceeding 


nerations of thoſe Jews, that heard him, _ 
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(in which ſenſe the ſame phraſe doth oc-. 
curre in Scripture) but alſo the immedi- 
ate off-ſpring of his 'auditors 3 whether 
' the promiſe relate to the gift ofthe Holy þ 
Spirir, or of eternal life, or any grace, F 
or priviledge tending to the obtaining 
thereof; it 1s neither our concerne nor 
our intereſt to confine the mercies, and 
promiſes of God, to a more narrow, or 
lefſe compaſie then he is pleaſed grati- 
ouſly to offer and intend them; nor to 
have a light eſteem of chem ; but are 0- 
bliged in duty to God, and affetion to 
our children; to lead earneſtly with 
God and nſe our utmoſt endeavours that 
both our ſelves, and our oft-ſpring may 
be partakers of his Mercies and gracious 
Promiſes: yet we cannot from eitherof 
theſe texts collect a ſufficient warrant for 
us to baptize our children before they 
are inſtructed in the principles of the 
Chriſtian Religion. 

For as to the inſtance in little children, 
it feems by the diſciples forbidding them, 
' that they were brought upon ſome other 
recount; not fo frequens as Baptiſm _—_ 

; | e 
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dren of believing parents in the Apoſtles 


 ſach as were then in ther fathe:;s family, 


of his Epiſtles to the Churches, giveth 
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be ſi ppoſed | to have been, if from the be- - 
ginning believers children had been ad- 
mitted thereto : and no account is given 
whether their parents were baptiſed be- 
lievers or not 3 and as to the inſtance of - 
the Apoſtle z it the following words and 
practiſe, may be taken as an interpretati- 
on of the ſcope of that promiſe we 
cannot conceive it Goes refer to infant 
baptiſm, becauſe the text does preſently 
ſubjoyn ; Ther they that gladly received 
the word were baptiſed. | 

That there were ſome believing chil- 


dayes is evident from the Scriptures, even 


and under their parents tuition, and edu- 
cation; to whom the Apoſtle in ſeveral 


commands to obey their parents in the 
Lord-; and does allure their tenders years 
to hearken to this precept, by reminding 
them that it is the firſt command with” 
promile. | 
And itis recorded by him for the praiſe | 
of Timothy, and encouragement of pa-. 
7 rents; 


; "rents betimes to inſtaru&t, and children 
© early to attend to godly inſtruction, that | 
Sn Epiees from a child, he had known the | 
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holy Scriptures. 


The Apoſtle John rejoyced greatly } 


- when he omg of [the children of the E- 
lect Lady walking in the truth 3 and the 


children of her Elect Siſter joyn with the Þ 


Apoſtle in his falutation. 
But that this was not generally 'M that 
all the children of believers were ac- 


counted for believers(as they would have Þ 
'been if they had been all baptiſed) may PÞ 
"be collefted from the character which the 


Apoltle gives of perſons fit to be choſen 
to Elderſhip in the Church which was 


not common to all believersz among o- F 


thers this is expreſlely one, viz. If there 
be any having believing, or faithful chil- 
dren, not accuſcd of Riot or urruly ; and 
we may from the Apoſtles writings on 


the ſame ſubject collect thereaſon of this | 


qualification, viz. That in caſe the perſon 
deſigned for this office to teach-and rule 
in the houſe of God, had children capa- 


_ bleof it; there might be firſt a proof of 
his . 
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bis ability, induſtry, and ſuccefſe inthis ? 
work in his own family; and private-ca- 
pacity, before he was ordained to the 
exerciſe of this authority in the Church, 


in a publick capacity, as a Biſhop in the 
houſe of God. py 


Theſe things we have mentioned ag - 
| having a direct reference unto the'con. 

troverlie between our brethren and us'; 
other things that are more abſtruſe and 
prolix, which are frequently introduced _ 
'1nto this controverſie, but do not neceſ> - 
ſarily concern it, we have purpoſely a- 
voided; that the diſtance between us 
_ and our brethren may not be by us made +: 
more wide; forit 1s our duty, and*con» 
cern ſo far as is poſlible for us (retaining 
a 200d conſcience towards God )to feek * 
a more entire agreement and reconciliatt-. * 
on with them. | 
We are not inſenſible that as to the Or- 
der of Gods houſe, and entire communion 
"therein there are ſome things wherein we 
(as well as others) are not at a full accord 
among our ſelves, as for inſtance 3 the 
known | 


as. w © tax: | 
win principle, and ſtate of the con- 
ſciences of diverſe of us, that have agreed 
in-this Confeſſion 1s ſuch : 5 that we can- 
not hold Church-communion, with any 4% 
other then Baptized-believers, and * 
Churches conſtituted of ſuch ; yet ſome _ 
others of us have a greater liberty and 
freedom in our ſpirits that way 3 and 
therefore we have purpoſely omitted the 
mention of things of that nature, that we 
Might concurre, in giving this evidence 
-of our agreement, both among our ſelves, 
and with other good Chriſtians, 1n thoſe 
Important articles of the Chriſtian Relj- 
gion, mainly inſiſted on by us: and this 
notwithſtanding we all efteem 1t our chief 
concern, both among ovr ſelves, and all 
others that in every place call upon the 
name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
both theirs and ours, and love bim in fin- 
cerity, to endeavour to keep the unity 
of the Spirit, in the bond of peace; and 
10 order thereunto, to exerciſe all lowl1- 
neſs and meckneſs, with long-ſuffering, 
forbearing one another in love. 


And we are periwaded if the ſame me- 
thod 


Coy dag - 
F, "EF =, bez] %; 
WES $,- 
o 2% FSI 


"As: 4p} cos hy _" gg 


thod were introduced into frequent p pra- 

iſe between us and our Chriſtian friends 

who agree with us in all the inndamental 

articles of the Chriſtian faith { though 

' they do not ſoin the ſubje&t and adminis» 

ſtration of baptiſm) it hey ſoon beget 

a better underſtanding, and brotherly 
aftection between us. 

In the beginning of the Chriſtian 
Church, when the dodtrine of the baptiſm 
of Chriſt was not univerſally underſtood, 
yet thoſe that knew only the baptiſm of 
Jobn, werethe Diſciples of the Lord Je- | | 
ſus ; -and Apollos an eminent Miniſter of _ 

_ the Goſpel of Jeſus. 

In the beginning of the reformation of 
the Chriſtian Church, and recovery from / 
that Fg yptiar darkneſs wherein our fore- | 
fathers for many generations were held 
in bondage; upon recourſe had tothe 
Scriptures of truth, difterent apprehen- 
ſions were conceived. which areto this 
time conrinuM, concerning the praiſe 
of this Ordinance. 

Let not our zeal herein be milinterpre- 
ted : that God whom we ſerve Is jealous 


of 
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t of his worſhip. By his gracious provi- 
” dence the. Law thereof, 1s cantinned a- 
*.. mong(t us; and we are forewarned by 
| what hapned 1n the Church of the Jews, 
| . that it isneceſſary for every generation, 
and that frequently in every generation 
to conſult the divine oracle, compare 
our worſhip with the rule, and take heed 
to what doctrines we receive and pra- 
iſe. 
- If the ten-commands exhibited in the 

-popilh Idolatrous ſervice books had 
- beenreccived as the entire. law of God, 
becauſe they agree in number with his 
ten commands, and alſo in the ſubſtance 
_of nine of them : > the fecond Command- 
ment forbidding Idolatry had been ut- 
terly loſt. 

7; Ezra and Nehemiah had not madea 

- diligent ſearch into the particular parts of 
* Godslaw, and his worſhip; the Feaſt of _ 
- Tabernacles (which for many centuries of. - 
| years, had not been dulFfobſerved, ac- 
cording to the inſtitution, though it was 
| retained in the general notion) would 
' not have been kept in due order, 

E; SC 


An Appendix. _ 


So may it benow as to many things re-' 2 
'S lating to the ſervice of God, which do 
retain the names proper to them in their 
firſt inſtitution, but yet through nadve-. 
tency (where there is no ſiniſter defi 1n) - 
may vary in their circumſtances, from 
their firſt inſtitution, And if by means 
of any antient defection, or of that ge-. 
neral corruption of the ſervice of God, 

and interruption of his true worſhip, and” * : 
perſecution of his ſervants by the Anti - ; 
chriſtian Biſhop of Rome, for many gene- 


rations ; thoſe who do conſult the Word: : 


of God, cannot yet arrive at a full and 
' mtual ſatisfaction among themſelves," 
what was the pratiſe 'of the primitive» 
Chriſtian Church, in ſome points rela- * 
ting to the Worſhip of God.: yet inaſmuch ? 
as theſe things are not of the effence of ? 
Chriſtianity, but that we agree_in the * 
fundamental dofrines thereof, we do 3 
apprehend, there is ſufficient ground to | 
lay alide all bitterneſs and prejudice, and 
in the ſpirit of love and meeknels to-im--? 

brace. : 
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F braceand own Teach other therein ; Jeav- 
| ing each other at liberty to verform” ſuch 
© other ſervices, (wherein we cannot con- _ | 
| cur)apart unto God, according to the 4 


it of our underſtanding. 


